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on www.issuu.com 

This policy is valid from 15th August 2018 until the next issues as active.

The reading of all information on Purebred Warrior Digital Magazine is of 

your own free will. This is a collective ideas from different contributors across 

the globe. If you do not accept these Terms and Conditions, you should cease 

use of this platform immediately. If you do however want to read some 

awesome gamefowl breed related articles, please don’t leave just yet.

I reserve the right to change any of these Terms and Conditions at any given 

time on this website. As I am quite unpredictable and a restless person, please 

check back here often.

I created and conceptualized this digital magazine long time ago and and 

dedicated this project to all gamefowl breeders and cockers all across the 

globe. There’s no journalism in my blood but I can able to adapt their daily 

routine of work and can able to stressed it freely of my own about their duties 

and responsibilities on this platform. Articles being used aside from direct 

interviews from the breeders, game farm owners or to anyone who wished 

to be interviewed as most of them will be a contributed source from different 

contributors that are willingly offered with no copyright infringement issues 

of whatsoever that I have no claim at all. And source link will be visible for all 

articles that been grab from the internet.

Even though I work very hard to provide you with interesting informations 

and interview coming from a well known breeders or game-farm owners, I 

make no representations or warranties of any kind (expressed or implied) 

about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability or availability 

of any informations, products, services or related graphics contained on 

Purebred Warrior for any purpose. Especially when it comes to subscriptions, 

contributors informations and website addresses, I advice you to double 

check.

I aim to provide you with accurate information from my stand point but 

I amcontributor’s at the time of publishing, but some information will 

understandably be less accurate as time passes. Should you find any 

inaccurate information, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will drop 

everything, get behind my laptop and correct this world shocking mistake 

right away… or as soon as I finished my cup of tea. I do have my priorities 

you see.

Copyright Policy
Unless otherwise noted, I (Mhar Delaben from Purebred Warrior) am the 

legal copyright holder of all (written, multimedia and graphic) material 

on this website and it may not be used, reprinted, (partially) modified or 

published without my written consent. A link to purebredwarrior.com must 

appear in all copies of any artwork or content, including articles, press releases 

and as icing on cakes. Contributors to Purebred Warrior are responsible for 

their own submitted material on my website or in to the magazine and 

have to ensure that their work complies with national and relevant foreign, 

comical-, attraction- and gravitational laws. The opinions expressed by any 

Third Parties are their own and do not represent the position or believe 

of purebredwarrior.com. I also am not responsible “but very sorry” for any 

narrow minded, impolite or offensive comments by others on my blog.

Privacy Statement
Any personal and/or contact information provided to me will be kept private. 

You will not be spammed in any way, I will not send you Valentines and/or 

Christmas Cards (unless you ask me to and I really like you) and I will not sell 

or disclose your information to any other companies.

I am not responsible for the privacy practices of any of my advertisers or 

website/magazine commenters.

Reserve Rights
I, Mhar Delaben from Purebred Warrior, reserves the right to change the 

focus of the website/magazine (like turning it into a platform for fellow 

philanthropists and sand collectors) as I might very well do in the future), to 

shut it down, sell it, change the terms of use (go to a paid platform) at my 

own discretion.

I also reserve the rights to edit or delete any comments submitted to 

purebredwarrior.com  without notice due to: comments deemed to be spam 

or questionable spam, comments including profanity, comments containing 

language or concepts that could be deemed offensive, comments that attack a group 

or person individually, or comments from my parents telling me to call them more 

often. I do accept virtual kisses, flowers and encouraging pets on the back.

Advertisers and Sponsors
I am not responsible for the actions of my advertisers or sponsors. If you purchase a 

product or service based upon a link from my website, you must take action with that 

company to resolve any issues, not Purebred Warrior.

Any product, claim, statistic, quote or other representation about a product or service 

should be verified with the manufacturer, provider or party in question. Just because I like 

the colour red (usually with white polka dots), doesn’t have to mean you will like it too!

To help the website expand, to cover costs of running the site and for me to be able to fly to 

U.S. three times a year (YEAH I WISH!), some advertising and affiliate links are run on my 

website. I will do my absolute best to only provide you with information about (breeders, 

gamefarm owners and cockers) products that I truly believe in. I will never take your trust for 

granted. All reviews on my website will be presented honestly and I will disclose whether I will 

be receiving any commissions or products for free.

Letters to the Editor
Any letters, e-mails, blog comments, responses on Social Media platforms such as Facebook, 

Pinterest, Instagram and Twitter, or questions written directly to me may be used to share with 

my blogging audience unless specifically requested otherwise. (Part of) these letters or emails, 

questions or any other feedback may be used in newsletters, blog posts, columns or up-and-

coming books. Big compliments will be painted on a tile and put up in my bathroom. 

 

Thank you so much for visiting my website and for reading the digital magazine issues first 

edition and don’t forget to enjoy yourself!

Mhar Delaben



The Publisher’s Note: Looking forward
To all of my folks and friends and in different walks of life, peace and 
blessings!

Finally! We reached the first cycle of your subscription, and It’s about 
time to complete the six-issue that we’ve been promising to you. We are 
genuinely grateful to all of you who respected us and understand us on 
the way we managed and work this magazine to all aficionados. I am so 
proud and thrilled that our magazine has a special place from you, and it is 
indeed a very well-established brand in the gamefowl industry.

Every story or interview in this issue speaks to challenge, opportunity, and 
the transformative power of hope. The ups and downs we experience daily 
is just a regular habit of taking our path to perfection. We strive to become 
better day by day. Our goal is to bring this magazine to the next level. We 
devote ourselves to our mission by gathering game-farm owners, backyard 
breeders, feeders and cockers all across the globe.

You are about to read our issue no.6 with a cover headline “The 
Magnificent Four”. Tammy Shive - Ayala of Green River Gamefarm is 
our primary cover interview along with Natalie Gutierrez of El Dorado 
Gamefarm, Mario Maldonado of A. P. V GunClub and Biboy Enriquez of 
Firebird Gamefarm. We include two local breeders from the Philippines 
Marc Lindl Diaz and Don Adrian Horigue to shed some light about the 
quality they bring on the pit.

We are always looking forward to your support of our magazine. We 
genuinely appreciate the friendship and camaraderie from you and with 
this magazine that brings us all together as one.

More power to guys and God Bless us all!

Your cock-a-doodle-doo-friend,

Mhar Delaben
Publisher/Creator of Purebred Warrior

A NOTE FROM THE CREATOR...
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any game fowl breeders 
believed that the preparation 
of game fowl in order to win 
in battle start from the time 
of breeding and caring of 
game chick at their young age. 
There are questions in the 
caring of game chick whether 
it is good or bad to brood 
game chick for a long period 
of time. Why game chick is 
need to be put in a brooding 
pen? The reason is that to 
provide a game chick enough 
heat so that they can survive. 
Based on my experience if the 
heat is not enough for a young 
game chick they will die.

Some of the game fowl 
breeders prefer not to use a 
brooding pen for their chick 
but instead they use the 
natural method that the game 
chick is within their mother 
and heat will be provided to 
the game chick by the hen. 
Then the chicks are free to 
go around in open range 
together with the mother hen. 
But the problem of this is 

BROODING OF 
GAME CHICK 

M
Source: https://new-
pressrelease.blogspot.
com/2013/

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | BREEDING<<
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that when you breed 
and produce volume 
of game chicks it is 
difficult to practice 
this because of limited 
space and also there 
are not enough brood 
hens that will be 
used to take care 
of the chicks. And 
this method is not 
applicable to a big 
time breeder because 
they need to produce 
thousands more 
game chicks for their 
customers.

Based on my own 
experience I have 
observed in some 
of the game farm is 
that during breeding 
season they collect 
eggs from breeding 
pen then they use egg 
incubator to hatch 
the egg, usually they 
load hundreds or 
even thousands of 
egg. During the time 
the egg will hatch 
they put the chicks 
into a brooder for 
about three to four 
weeks. Then from a 
brooder they transfer 
the chick in a chicken 
house that is enclose 

in order to prevent 
the wind. The chicken 
house flooring is a 
soil with sand or 
hay. The purpose of 
transferring the game 
chick to a chicken 
house with soil floor 
is to allow the chicks 
to scratch their legs 
because scratching 
is good exercise to a 
game fowl.

Putting the game chick 
in brooding pen for 
a long period of time 
is not good because 
they cannot exercise 
their legs and it will 
make the legs of a 
game chick bigger 
and a bigger leg is a 
dis advantage to a 
game fowl during the 
day of battle. And 
also brooding the 
game chicken inside 
brooding pen is not 
good because they are 
prone to some chicken 
disease. So therefore, 
brooding of game 
chick for a long period 
of time is not good. It 
is better to leave the 
game chick in an open 
range to let them 
exercise their legs. 

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | BREEDING<<
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GUILLERMO 
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Cross breeding is a 
breeding system that 
is applicable in this 
system in order to 
produce a superior battle 
cock. Cross breeding 
usually improves the 
average performance 
of the first generation 
as in out breeding, and 
many aces are thus 
produced. However, 
generally, the breeding 
value of the offspring 
is greatly reduced. 
A simple definition 
for crossbreeding is 
the crossing of two 
unrelated closely inbred 
lines. Roundhead fowl 
crossed on the Hatch 
fowl of would be good 
example.

Gamefowl breeding 
is one of the most 
challenging tasks 
because you need to do 
some trial and error in 
order to achieve your 
goal. You need more 
time, money, and effort 
and do some research 
to produce good battle 
crosses. And besides, 
today there are many 
good breeders that 
produced better or 
best gamefowl that is 
very hard to defeat in 
the major derbies like 
world slasher cup and 
candelaria derby. 

HOW TO 
PRODUCE 

BATTLE 
COCKS

t
he reason we cross 

strains is to strengthen 
weaknesses, and elevate 

strengths. One of the most 
successful formulas for 
breeding fighting cocks 
is by breeding a power 
cock over a speed hen. 

The result is usually well 
balanced battle cocks that possess all 

the traits we look for in fighting cocks. 
Some guidelines in order to produce 

superior battle cocks are the following: 
Dark Legs over Light Legs, Round 

bodies over Long bodies, Dark colors 
over light (and visa-versa), aggressive 
cocks over Smart fighting hens, Small 

cocks over large hens (and visa-versa), 
and Old cocks over pullets, Old hens 

over stags.

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | BREEDING<<

THE AIM OF EVERY FIGHTING COCKS BREEDER IS 
TO PRODUCE A SUPERIOR BATTLE COCK.

GAMEFOWL BREEDING 
IS ONE OF THE MOST 
CHALLENGING TASKS 
BECAUSE YOU NEED TO 
DO SOME TRIAL AND 
ERROR IN ORDER TO 
ACHIEVE YOUR GOAL.
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The Joe Goode of Sonny’s Team Blue Blade Gamefarm
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or train them properly 
in preparation for the 
battle. If your purpose is 
to preserve the bloodline 
then keep them for 
breeding purpose.

You can use the in-
breeding method and 
line-breeding method to 
produce pure breed. In-
breeding means mating 
of full-brother to his full-
sister or vice-versa. Line 
breeding means mating of 
brood cock to his pullets 
or mating of brood hens 
to her stags. You can also 
maintain or preserve the 
bloodline or families of 
your game fowl by mating 
the offspring of the full 
sister and full brother 
(cousin). In that way, you 
can produced a pure breed 
of fighting cocks that can 
be used as battle cocks or 
breeding materials. 

https://new-pressrelease.
blogspot.com/2014/ 

PURE 
BREED 
GAME 
FOWL 
THERE ARE SOME BREEDING METHODS 
THAT A GAME FOWL BREEDER CAN CHOOSE 
IN HIS BREEDING PROGRAM LIKE THE 
IN-BREEDING, LINE-BREEDING, CROSS-
BREEDING, AND OUT-CROSSING.

For example, pure 
kelso, pure claret, pure 
butcher, and pure 
round heads are being 
fight in the derby 
without cross-breeding 
them to any bloodline. 
The reason why I like 
purebred because, by 
being pure, I believe 
that they are superior 
to others. 

To produce a pure 
breed of game fowl 
or fighting cocks, you 
need a pure brood 
cock and brood hen, 
for example their 
bloodline is both 
butcher. Breed them 
together to produce 
a pure butcher 
bloodline offspring. 
Select the best 
offspring according 
to your purpose, for 
example if you want 
to let them fight in 
the derby select the 
best and condition 

t
hese breeding 
methods are being 
used by fighting 
cocks breeder in 
order to produced 
superior battle cock 
that can win in 
any big time derby 
like world slasher 

cup, candelaria, bakbakan, 
rambulan, digma-an and other 
major derbies. But for me, I like 
to breed and fight them pure. 



Winning Bloodline the 
epitome of S Bar S Farm.
Photo by Steve Sanders

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | FIGHTING COCK<<
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Take note that, in 
every breeding there 
is always a purpose, if 
you want to produce 
breeding materials 
like brood cocks, 
brood stag, and brood 
hens, make sure to 
produce a pure one. 
For example, if you 
want to produce a 
kelso brood stag then 
use a pure kelso brood 
cock and a pure kelso 
hen. There are several 
ways to do this, you 
can use in-breeding 
method or acquiring 
a pure kelso brood 
cock and a pure kelso 
hen from different 
breeders and breed 
them to produce a 
brood stag or brood 
hens.

In-breeding method 
means to breed 
brother to his sister, 
but take note that 
their offspring will 
be use only for cross 
breeding and not to be 
use as battle cock. 

HOW 
TO BREED 
FIGHTING 

COCKS
BREEDING OF FIGHTING COCKS IS NOT AN EASY JOB; YOU NEED TO 
HAVE MORE TIME AND MONEY IN DOING THIS AND LOTS OF TRIAL 

AN ERROR IN ORDER TO PRODUCE A WINNING BATTLE COCK.

IN EVERY 
BREEDING THERE 
IS ALWAYS A 
PURPOSE, IF 
YOU WANT 
TO PRODUCE 
BREEDING 
MATERIALS 
LIKE BROOD 
COCKS, BROOD 
STAG, AND 
BROOD HENS, 
MAKE SURE TO 
PRODUCE A PURE 
ONE.

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | BREEDING<<

i
f you are a new breeder and you plan to start 

breeding fighting cocks, you need to find good 
breeding materials. If possible find a pure 

bloodline, for example if want to produce a 
battle cock, you need to find a pure Kelso brood 

cock and a pure butcher brood hen in order 
to produce a two way cross battle cock. In my 

own experiences it is not good to produce a four 
way battle cock, for example some breeder use 

a ½ kelso and ½ butcher brood cock and cross breed it 
to a ½ roundhead and ½ hatch hen and the offspring 

is a four way cross battle cock composed of ¼ kelso, ¼ 
butcher, ¼ roundhead, and ¼ hatch. Two-way cross is 

much better than a 3-way or a 4-way cross.
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ne of my favorite 
chicken menus is the 
whole chicken that 
is cook by boiling it 
in pineapple juice. 
It is delicious, low in 
budget, easy to prepare 
and it is good for our 
health. In preparing 
this menu you need 
only few ingredients. 
Whole chicken cook in 
pineapple juice is ideal 
to prepare when there 
is a party like birthday, 
Christmas, anniversary, 
special occasions or in 
regular days.

Other chicken menu 
aside from whole chicken 
that is cook in pineapple 
juice are chicken adobo, 
fried chicken, chicken 
fillet, buttered chicken, 
chicken menudo, and 
chicken barbecue. 
I prefer to prepare 
chicken menu than pork 
because chicken has less 
cholesterol than pork. If 
you are in diet and you 
avoid fats or cholesterol 

WHOLE 
CHICKEN 

COOKED IN 
PINEAPPLE 

JUICE

food the foods that you are 
about to eat it is good to have 
chicken in your menu.

To start cooking with our 
whole chicken menu that 
is cooked in pineapple juice 
we need to identify some of 
the basic ingredients. The 
ingredients for this menu 
is only few and it is widely 
available in the market. 
Here are the ingredients: one 
whole chicken about 1 kilo, 
one litter of pineapple juice 
unsweetened, soy sauce, 
sugar, vinegar, onion, garlic, 
water, lem on grass, tomato, 
and black pepper.

After all the ingredients for 
our whole chicken cook in 
pineapple juice we need to 
have our steps or procedure 
on how we are going to cook 
our menu for today. The steps 
and procedure are very simple 
and easy, you do not need to 
be an expert cook to prepare 
this kind of menu. Here are 
the steps or procedures:

1. Clean the whole chicken, 
rub some salt on the 

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | COOKING<<

chicken skin, put salt, lemon 
grass and slice tomato inside 
the chicken.

2. Put the chicken inside the 
cooking bowl pour the bowl 
with one liter of water and 
boiled it for 30 minutes or 
until the amount of water 
become little.

3. Pour the pineapple juice 
and vinegar inside the 
cooking bowl, put the slice 
onion, garlic, soy sauce 
and continues boiling 
the chicken for another 
30 minutes or until the 
pineapple juice become 
little. While boiling you can 
adjust the taste buy putting 
some additional salt if 
necessary and also sugar.

4. When the amount of 
pineapple juice become little 
and the meet of chicken is 
tender, then it is already 
cooked and ready to be 
serve. 

https://new-pressrelease.blogspot.
com/2017/05/whole-chicken-cooked-
in-pineapple-juice
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n my own experience 
in breeding of game 
fowl it really needs 
time because it is very 
expensive to go in 
breeding of game fowl 
that is why if you are 
planning to become 
a game fowl breeder 
make sure you have 
enough time for it. Let 
me share you my story 
and experiences in the 
game fowl breeding. 
Since I was twelve years 
old I really love to breed 
game fowl. I started to 
breed when I was high 
school. If you decided 
to breed game fowl 
and you have no time 
tendency is that some 
of your chicken will die 
and it will cause a loss 
of money to you.

BREEDING 
OF GAME 
FOWL 
NEED 
TIME

I

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | FIGHTING COCK<<

I experienced before that I am 
always failure in breeding of game 
fowl because I have no time to 
check and supervise my little farm. 
I trust it to my care taker and later 
I found out that lots of money is 
going to my breeding expenses and 
little money is going back to me. 
Some of the reasons why there 
is no return on my investment in 
breeding of game fowl before are 
that more of my chicks die than 
survive because young chicken 
needs time in order to survive 
since I have no time I pass the 
responsibility to my care taker. I 
only go to my farm twice or once 
a month and because of that I 
cannot monitor properly how 
the care taker takes care of my 
chicken. Another reason why I loss 
in breeding before is that I sell my 
chicken in low price and I cannot 
monitor the in and out of the 
chicken feeds supply.

I learned some lessons from 
my previous experiences and 
what I did is that I take time and 
give focus to my breeding. I am 
personally the one who breed 
them, I take good care of my little 
chicken by feeding them properly 
in the right time, giving them 
vaccine, deworm them and watch 
over or monitor them. Luckily, 
there is a low mortality rate in my 
chicken especially the chicks and I 
was able to increase my production 
and sales. Because of that there 
is a return on my investment. 

Breeding of game fowl really need 
more time and close monitoring. 
Do not go into breeding if you 
have no time because it is a loss of 
money to you.

How to take care of chicks so 
that the survival rate of your 
young chicken will increase? 
Below is some of my method 
on how I take good care on my 
young chicken.

1. Upon hatching with hen I put 
them in a brooder and provide 
them a chick starter feeds

2. At the age of one week I 
immunize them with B1B1 lasota 
with broncho vaccine

3. When the chick’s age is two 
weeks I change their feeds to 
junior crumble starter.

4. I create a chicken house in the 
range area and release the hen 
with their chicks when their age 
is three weeks old. The hen is tie 
or chord near the chicken house. 
The chicken house will protect 
them on direct sunlight and 
during bad weather. The hen and 
chick also sleep in the chicken 
house during night time.

5. At the age of one month I 
immunize my chicks with fowl 
pox vaccine. I also deworm them 
using a water soluble dewormer.

6. At the age of three months I 
change their feeds into stag 
developer pellet.

7. When they are already stag I 
chord them in the chord area. 

3 Photo by: 
Randy Whisehunt
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THAT REAL OLD 
GAME FOWL STORY
By Will D. Jenkins, “The Chicken Fighters,” Last Frontier in the North Cascades. 
Mount Vernon: Skagit County Historical Society

ne of my good 
friends at 
Darrington was 
Fred Griffith, whom 
I had known when 
my folks lived at 
Lake Whatcom. 
His father and 
brothers had built 
our original log 
house in Geneva, 
near Bellingham, in 
1905. That’s where 
I got to know Fred. 
He played the fiddle 
and raised game 
chickens.

In 1917 when I 
was stationed at 
the Blue Bird with 
Ranger Eilert Skaar, 
Fred was running a 
little six-stool lunch 

counter in Dar-rington, called 
the White Horse Cafe, for the 
mountain of the same name. 
The patronage was mainly 
loggers from Sauk Valley and 
camps along the Stillaguamish.

Fred had an active sideline, 
however a surreptitious one, 
of fighting gamecocks. He 
owned some mighty fine 
birds, including Cu- ban Reds, 
Hatch Clarets, Blues, Grays, 
and English Games. He swore 
by his Cubans, especially, and 
claimed there was never a 
dunghill among them. Fred 
had collected quite a few 
good bets as evidence of his 
judgment of fighting quality. 
So that no one, particularly 
the law, would get the idea he 
was leading a double life, Fred 
kept his birds walked out on 

Old Uncle Aaron’s ranch near 
Lyman. Uncle Aaron was an 
acknowledged dean of the 
Tarheel cockfighting fraternity. 
He and Fred did considerable 
dealing in hot-blooded birds. 
The two men had a profitable 
working arrangement 
involving their game chickens, 
and in the winter months, 
when the cocks were in full 
feather, they often attended 
secretly held mains together.

Of course, there were people 
in the valley who considered 
cockfighting wicked, and there 
had been raids by the sheriff at 
various times, most probably 
based on information supplied 
by local informants. I doubt 
that any of the squealers who 
stool pigeoned on the mains 
were Tarheels because the 
North Carolinians and their 
kin who made up the bulk of 
the population, were known to 
regard cockfighting as they did 
moonshining – a traditionally 
inherited birthright which 
could readily be supported by 
any unbiased interpretations of 
the Bill of Rights.

In a raid on a pit barn on the 
North Prairie one snowy night, 
the game cockers were jumped 
before they had a chance to 

O

“Uncle Aaron was an acknowledged dean of the 
Tarheel cockfighting fraternity. He and Fred did 
considerable dealing in hot-blooded birds. The two 
men had a profitable working arrangement involving 
their game chickens, and in the winter months, when 
the cocks were in full feather, they often attended 
secretly held mains together.”
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start the main. The birds, 
including Fred’s Cubans and 
Uncle Aaron’s Clarets, were all 
in their tight little pens as the 
boys fled the barn. The men 
escaped by running down a 
shallow creek-bed, leaving no 
tracks for the sheriff to follow. 
There were no arrests but some 
brave and willing chickens 
were confiscated in their pens.

From what I heard of it, the 
sheriff held the birds for about 
two weeks in the futile hope 
their owners would show up 
but none did. He was getting 

awful tired of feeding and 
watering his scrappy, crowing 
prisoners when Fred decided 
the time was right to approach 
the law with a proposition.

Possibly because no actual 
crime had been committed 
when he made the raid, and the 
legality of the seizure of penned 
birds might reasonably be 
challenged, the sheriff appears 
to have been open to suggestions 
for a way out.

“I could use them chickens for 
stews in my place in Darrington,” 
says Fred, referring to the White 

Horse lunch counter. “But, of 
course, Sheriff, I couldn’t afford 
to pay much for them. I only get 
two bits for a chicken stew.”

The sheriff sold the gamecocks 
to Fred for twenty-five cents a 
piece and the way Fred related it 
to me, seemed glad to get rid of 
them.

I met Fred walking home 
one moonlight night. He had a 
beautiful Cuban Red snuggled 
under his coat. Its natural spurs 
had been filed shortly to receive 
the sharp-pointed gaffs it would 
ultimately wear in battle, and 
the nubbins were carefully 
wrapped in chamois. We talked 
about the raid in North Prairie.

I can still see Fred’s white 
teeth grinning in the moonlight 
as he related how he and Uncle 
Aaron and several of their 
friends got all their birds back – 
at a very nominal cost.

Cockfights
Roy Franklin Jones, Boundary 
Town: Early Days in a 
Northwest Boundary Town. 
Vancouver, Wa.: Fleet Printing 
Co. 1958, p.150-3.

It must have been the 
railroad section hands who 
first brought the cockfights 
to Sumas. I suppose it was a 

5Photo credit:
Kirlebyha Gamefarm,
Broodcock Boston Roundhead

6Photo credit: Tj Broach



good place because it was up 
there against the boundary line 
where a man could take his 
birds and scoot across in case 
of raids by the sheriff. There 
were always plenty of saloons 
where the visiting owners could 
whoop it up in celebration 
afterwards and losers could 
salve their bitterness.

But cockfighting was 
something else my father 
would have nothing of. It was 
only at the blacksmith shop 
or around the saloons when 
we boys went in to sell some 
gathered up empty bottles, that 
we would hear the enthusiastic 
tales about the feathered 
fighters. Some of the older 
boys like Al Warnick, Clarence 
McBurney and Jim Smith talked 
about the “birds” while we 
small fry was trading marbles. 
It got to be quite a deal for 
several years, and here is what 
the Daily Reveille, at New 
Whatcom, had to say in their 
issue of Jan. 28, 1898:

“Cockfight at Sumas” – “The 
greatest cocking main on 
record took place near Sumas 
last Saturday night, and as 
a result, Billie Belong, ‘The 
Original Mug’, went back to 
Seattle with $2100.00 in his 
pocket. The other fellows were 
broke. One of them owes Billie 
a pig, another a shirt.”

“The main, proper was to 
consist of eleven battles. Only 
nine were fought, as Billie’s 
birds won six out of the nine, 
thus making a majority, no 
matter how the others would 
have ended.”

“After the main was over, six 
‘shake’ fights took place. Belong 
won five out of the six.”

“The main was the outcome 
of a persistent effort on the part 
of some of the sports to show 
Belong that he is not the owner 

of the greatest fighting cocks in 
Seattle. It was Belong against 
a combination consisting of 
Frank Burns, Frank Dollarby, Ed 
Clark, Smith, McGee, Phinney, 
Perry and another whose name 
could not be learned.”

“They scoured the country to 
get the best birds possible. That 
they were confident in winning 
is shown by the fact that they 
readily agreed to have the main 
for $350.00 with $20.00 aside 
on each battle. Those who were 
in on the fight left Friday night 
and went to the battleground 
near Sumas. The main took 
place Saturday night and was 
witnessed by many of Seattle, 
Whatcom and Vancouver’s 
best-known sports.”

The cockfights furnished a 
lot of entertainment. When 
advertised, the billing gave the 
impression that the fights were 

held across the line, but that 
was a misleading statement. 
Perhaps this was to save face 
for the sheriff because the 
fights were illegal. Most bouts 
were put on in a pit in a shed 
adjoining Ottestead’s saloon. It 
was there, one night, the sheriff 
raided and Jim Smith and 
Will Eaton made a quick exit 
through a window, jumping 
eight feet to the weeds below.

But Billie the Mug was not 
always topping as the Reveille 
article seemed to claim. George 
Handley had a Wyandotte 
rooster which killed one of 
Billie’s best birds. Billie then 
put up another and George’s 
bird put that one away, too. 
Then Billie offered George 
$25.00 for his bird. A rooster 
like that at market prices 
was worth about fifty cents 
but George wouldn’t sell for 
twenty-five dollars.

After the raids, the pits were 
moved to other spots. One 
fancy place was in the back of 
the I.O.O.F. Hall, which made it 
a brotherhood activity. A check 
of attendance there would have 
revealed the names of most of 
the leading men in town.

These were all on an 
organized basis but 
occasionally there was a 
private match to bolster 
up an owner’s ego, just the 
same as the dog fights, which 
sometimes preceded a fight 
of the owners of the dogs. 
One of the funniest things we 
kids learned about was the 
cockfight by Jessie Lindsey’s 
pet.

Jessie Lindsey was a little 
girl, but quite a few people 
had bantams or fighters for 
pets so her father gave her a 
small rooster. A fighting cock 
or a gander made a pretty 
good watchdog have around 

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | FIGHTING COCK<<

“The cockfights furnished a 
lot of entertainment. When 
advertised, the billing gave 
the impression that the fights 
were held across the line, 
but that was a misleading 
statement.”

5Photo credit: Tomas Herrera
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in the yard.
Jessie had a dog, too, 

Rover, full of fun and 
mischief. Rover was very 
much intrigued with the 
little rooster and would 
lower himself on front elbows 
and bark at the feathered 
member of the family. Jessie 
had named him “Warhorse” at 
her father’s suggestion and he 
soon began to show that he 
was well named. When Rover 
barked, the bird was annoyed 
and began to flutter to the 
attack. With spurs and beak, 
he made quite a commotion 
against Rover’s black shaggy 
shoulder. In time, Rover too 
went to the attack. He would 
catch his playmate in his 
mouth and shake him, but at 
Jessie’s watchful supervision, 
he was careful not to hurt the 
bird. When Warhorse was 

“Oh, no, Mr Williams. my 
bird is going to lick yours. You 
better let me put Warhorse 
down first, then you can throw 
the Traveler.”

“All right, Jessie, I’m afraid it 
won’t make any difference, but 
I’ll watch the Traveler and pull 
him off.”

When Dixie Traveler was 
thrown down he flew to the 
attack as only a fighting cock 
can. But Warhorse went up in 
the air, too, and as they came 
down together, he closed the 
attack with beak and spurs, 
just like a battle with Rover. 
They had the air full of flying 
feathers. Fluttering back for 
fresh starts the fury of the 
battle was renewed again and 
again.

Blood showed on Warhorse 
and Dixie Traveler alike. 
Soon the Traveler began to 
lose ground. When he saw 
Warhorse coming in again, he 
suddenly turned tail, made a 
fast run and flew through the 
hedge in the back, ran across 
the pasture and disappeared in 
the woods. It was about a week 
before Mr Williams found his 
Traveler and got him back in 
that nice enclosed pen. 

Source: gamefowl.

wordpress.
com/2008/01/13/

that-real-old-game-
fowl-story/

“In time, Rover too went 
to the attack. He would 
catch his playmate in 
his mouth and shake him, 
but at Jessie’s watchful 
supervision, he was careful 
not to hurt the bird.”

5Photo credit: Valencia Farm

grown he got lots of exercise in 
the yard chasing the dog and 
being chased.

       One day neighbour 
Williams dropped over to talk 
to Mr Lindsey. He had a fine 
fighting cock at home, kept 
carefully closed up in a fancy 
wire enclosed run. As he left he 
saw little tomboy Jessie chasing 
her rooster.

“Nice looking bird you have 
there, Jessie. I don’t suppose 
you’d let him fight a real 
gamecock, would you?”

“Me, my bird! that bird of 
yours in the cage! Why, no, 
I wouldn’t want him to fight 
because your bird isn’t tough 
like Warhorse. My bird would 
lick him in a minute!”

“Ha, ha, ha! What do you 
say we let them have a little 
exercise.”

“All right, Mr Williams, you 
bring him over and we’ll see.”

Williams was soon back 
with his prize bird. They 

went around behind the 
house.

“I’ll put Dixie 
Traveler down first 
and then you can 
throw Warhorse 
down,” said 

Williams.

5Photo credit: Arthur Contreras
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elow are some tips on 
pointing fighting cocks. 
Pointing of fighting 
cocks is very important. 
If you do not know on 
how to handle your 
fighting cock during the 
fight day, your chances 
of winning are low.

Morning, before 
submission of weights, 
before feeding, 
limbers the cocks in 
folding scratch-pens 
and observes their 
droppings. Wait until 
the cock passes his stool 
before weighing him.

For each cocks weight, 
subtract 30-50 grams 
and submit this to the 
cockpit as the weights of 
your entries. Bad weight 
or weight 40 grams over 
your declared weight 
is fined during derbies. 

POINTING 
OF FIGHTING 

COCKS

>>CHICKEN THOUGHTS | FIGHTING COCK<<

5Photo credit: Bear Line GameFowl

The cock loses weight during 
pointing and 30 grams is more 
or less safe margin for this.

For example, if your actual 
weight is 2.1 kg. subtract 30 
grams from that and declare 
2.070 kg. as the weight of your 
entry, 2.110 kg is your bad 
weight. On the time of fight, 
your cock will surely weight 
less than 2.1 kg. because of 
pointing. Even if your cock 
does not lose weight during 
pointing, you are still in the 
allowable weight limit.

Time of fight is also 
important. A cock will digest 
his normal feed in 6 to 8 
hours and fully absorbs the 
nutrients in another 4 to 6 
hours. So, try to know your 
fight schedule to program your 
feeding time beforehand. If 
your fight is 6 pm, count 6 to 
8 hours backwards (about 12 
noon) and feed your cock ½ his 
regular ration of pointing feed. 
By 6 pm, he must be empty 
and on point.

When pointing, it is better to 
under feed than to over feed. 
Fell the cocks crop and see 
that it is nothing in it. If a grain 
or two can be observed, feed 
less than ½ his normal ration. 
Empty crops don’t mean that 
the gizzard and other digestive 
organ are also empty. To be 
sure that no feed still exist in 
the cocks body, feed less. Now 
comes the essential part of 
pointing, moisture. Once in the 
cockpit, rest the cocks for at 
least 30 minutes before giving 
3 to 5 dips of water. This will 
encourage bowel movement. 
Moisture can be gauge only 
by observing the cocks 
droppings. There are 4 stages 
or sequence that occur with 
the cocks droppings when we 
conduct pointing procedures. 

B
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5Photo credit: Sandor Weisz

First is the usual moist and 
firm dropping, which must 
be seen in the morning just 
before weighting the cock and 
after the last feeding. Next, 
when the cocks has emptied 
his gut of the fibers and other 
waste materials from the 
feeds, you will observe what 
I call cecal droppings. This is 
the brown sticky smelly kind 
of droppings the cock pass 
from time to time during the 
keep. But now, cecal dropping 
is an indication of emptying 
out of the intestines. You 
will also observe that some 
moist green droppings with 
white toppings still come out 
but are increasingly getting 
smaller. When the cock is 
really empty (from the crop 

of the large intestines), what 
I call moisture droppings 
will appear. This look like 
whitish mucus about two 
(2) inches in diameter. They 
become smaller as pointing 
progresses. The cock may be 
said to be on point when the 
size of moisture droppings 
are as small as a twenty-five 
(25) centavo coin and a little 
bit sticky.

To extend pointing, feed a 
few grains of cracked corn or 
¼ teaspoon of pointing feed a 
few hours before limbering.

Source:
new-pressrelease.blogspot.
com/2012/03/pointing-of-fighting-cocks

ONCE IN THE 
COCKPIT, REST 
THE COCKS FOR 
AT LEAST 30 
MINUTES BEFORE 
GIVING 3 TO 5 
DIPS OF WATER. 
THIS WILL 
ENCOURAGE 
BOWEL 
MOVEMENT. 
MOISTURE CAN 
BE GAUGE ONLY 
BY OBSERVING 
THE COCKS 
DROPPINGS.
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I
  was a Gamefowl breeder long before I was a mother. 

Gamefowl was my number one love of life until I became a mom then, 
of course, being a mom took first place and always will. My son is so 
special to me, and beyond life, I do love him.

I look at raising Gamefowl and being the best mom, and I can be 
somewhat in the same manner. I’m strict, firm, but also understands 
that everyone, including myself, makes mistakes, and we must learn 
from the mistakes and continue to improve.

I’m strict, firm, but also understands that everyone, including 
myself, makes mistakes, and we must learn from the 

mistakes and continue to improve.

G R E E N  R I V E R  G A M E F A R M

Tammy Shive Ayala
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Neroe Lee: CAN YOU TELL 
US A BRIEF STORY OF HOW 
YOU STARTED BREEDING 
GAMEFOWLS AND WHAT 
BROUGHT YOU TO THIS 
PATH?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: My 
Cousin got me interested in 
Gamefowl around 1985. He was 
at the time dating a girl, and 
her brother raised Gamefowl. 
I fell in love with the bird’s 
beauty and the fact that they 
would fight to the death. I ask 
my cousin to bring me a Cock 
and some hens to turn out on 

my father’s farm, so he brought 
me a Massey Yellow leg hatch 
Cock and four dark hens. I 
think two were brown-red, 
and two were Joe sparks Sid 
Taylor’s. I raised nine stags 
from those four hens the 
Massey YLH Cock. My cousin 
was at the farm and saw the 
stags and told me. They were 
having a get together on July 
3-4 and that I should bring 
a couple of the stags to try 
that they were going to have 
a small fight between friends. 
I didn’t know anything about 

the fighting aspect of it, but 
I took the biggest stags with 
me to the outing. Everyone 
there had 2-year-olds except 
me mine were stags. I won 
with both of them one won 2 
fights they couldn’t believe 
I beat there Cocks. That’s 
where I met Mike Shive, my 
cousin’s girlfriends brother 
the Massey yellow leg hatch 
and dark hens I had turned 
out to be his. He had given 
them to my cousin to turn 
out on range somewhere. I 
met him at that get-together, 

TAMMY SHIVE - AYALA | GREEN RIVER GAMEFARM
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Tammy Shive-Ayala: I’ve had 
a lot of awesome memories 
from the sport, but I guess 
being invited to the Philippines 
by Thunderbird in 2014 was 
one of the most memorable. 
I went to the Philippines on 
January 2015.

Neroe Lee: THE ADVENT 
OF STAG COMPETITION IN 
THE PHILIPPINES DEMANDS 
EARLY MATURING BIRDS, IN 
YOUR HUMBLE OPINION AS A 
BREEDER WHAT BLOODLINES 
SUIT BEST?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: My 
favourite cross is 1/2 Radio 1/4 

and the rest is history.
Neroe Lee: HOW WOULD YOU 
DESCRIBE THE STATUS QUO 
OF AMERICAN GAMEFOWL 
INDUSTRY?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: In my 
personal opinion, we’ve lost 
the Gamefowl industry when 
we lost the last legal state for 
Cockfighting. Sometimes we take 
for granted our freedoms and 
become complacent with the 
status of bills and the implications 
of the growing laws.

Neroe Lee: WHAT COULD BE THE 
MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT OF 
YOUR LIFE AS A BREEDER?

Sweater 1/4 Kelso for 
the Philippines 
Neroe Lee: HOW 
WERE YOU ABLE 
TO BUILD SUCH A 
FOLLOWING AROUND 
THE GLOBE, MOST 
NOTABLY IN THE 
PHILIPPINES? 
Tammy Shive-Ayala: 
Well, I think having 
Birds that produce 
for the people had a 
significant influence 

>> COVER STORY <<
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LIFE CHANGES 
SOMETIMES IT’S OUT 
OF OUR CONTROL FOR 
REASONS WE DON’T 
UNDERSTAND. I WOULD 
NOT HAVE HAD MY 
SON IF MIKE HADN’T 
PASSED AWAY THAT’S 
THE WAY I LOOK AT IT 
MAKES IT EASIER TO 
ACCEPT.

on my popularity in the 
Philippines.
Neroe Lee: WHEN YOU 
WERE STARTING, 
WAS IT DIFFICULT? 
HOW WAS IT 
WHEN YOU WERE 

BEGINNING BREEDING 
GAMEFOWLS AS TAMMY S                                                                                       

HIVES WITHOUT THE LUSTRE 
YOU GOT TODAY?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: Yes, 
it was hard the first few 
years raising one I didn’t 
know anything about it. I 
married Mike in 1990, and 
the knowledge came with 
him, but we were poor and 
had to work very hard to feed 
the birds and ourselves. We 
milked cows at a dairy farm 
and raised tobacco for a local 
farmer. The birds were our 
love; however, we had to win 
to feed them and ourselves. 
Mike passed away in 2004 
of pancreatic Cancer it was 
devastating for me. I had to 
decide to live or die with him. 
He was an active person, and 
we had an amazingly short 
15 years together. We lived 
more in those 15 years than 
most people do in a lifetime. 
He taught me a lot about the 
chickens he loved them and 

wanted me to continue. We 
talked about it. I think that 
fact and chickens is what 
saved me. I immersed myself 
in the chickens once Mike 
passed away. I spent a lot of 
time with them just thinking. 
Life changes sometimes it’s 
out of our control for reasons 
we don’t understand. I would 
not have had my son if mike 
hadn’t passed away; that’s the 
way I look at it makes it easier 
to accept.

Neroe Lee: WHAT ARE 
BLOODLINES YOU POSSESS 
THAT ARE HIGHLY 
COMPETITIVE IN LONG KNIFE 
STYLE OF FIGHTING?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: The 
bloodlines we have are 
Sweater, Radio, Yellow-legged 

hatch, Kelso, Bates hatch, 
Leiper Hatch and Manzel Grey.
Neroe Lee: CAN YOU GIVE 
THE HISTORY FROM 4 OF 
YOUR BEST BLOODLINE.
Tammy Shive-Ayala: The 
Bates hatch is my oldest 
family I’ve had the sense 1990. 

TAMMY SHIVE - AYALA | GREEN RIVER GAMEFARM
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Mike, my late husband, had 
them when we met around 
1988. They were initially from 
Richard Bates they come 
green and blue legged 95% pea 
combs, and I have gotten a few 
straight combs. They come 
from light red to medium 
red the pullets are pinstriped 
or straw neck I call them. 
Medium breakers with power 
plenty of brains and bottom 
they lack speed as with most 
hatches, so I usually cross 
them on speed fowl.

My Sweater, Yellow Leg hatch 
and Radio I acquired from 
Darrell Wilson in 1994 /95 
they have all been excellent 
families for me so far. Darrell 
is a good friend of mine he 
raised for Mr Johnny Jumper 
from 1977 -1988 / 89.

I acquired Kelso in 2006 from 
Mr George Neil and told me 
they had come directly from Mr 
Johnny Jumper and were the 
late Cecil Davis families. They 
have been excellent families 
also. There white and yellow-
legged pea and straight combs.

Neroe Lee: DURING THE 
LEGAL DAYS OF US 
COCKFIGHTING, WERE YOU 
FIGHTING YOUR BIRDS? 
Tammy Shive-Ayala: Yes, 
we have shown all over the 
United States, Mexico and 
the Philippines with relative 
success.

Neroe Lee: AS A BREEDER, 
HOW MANY DO YOU RAISE 
EVERY YEAR? WHAT IS 
YOUR CULLING RATE PER 
BATCHES?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: Now we 
raise somewhere around 1000 
stags per season 500 pure, 
500 crosses that’s penned 
numbers, so we usually hatch 
around 2500. We don’t have a 

specific cull rate we start 
culling at the egg and cull 
till there in hardening pens. 
I think culling is a must-
do maybe one of if not the 
most important aspects of 
being a successful breeder.

Neroe Lee: MANY 
STARTER BREEDERS 
AROUND THE GLOBE 
DECENTLY PRODUCING 
WINNING BIRDS. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK IS YOUR 
EDGE THAT KEEPS YOUR 
CUSTOMER COMING 
BACK? WHAT EDGE 
AMERICAN BREEDERS AS 
A WHOLE HAVE THAT 
SEPARATES THEM FROM 

>> COVER STORY <<
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THE REST?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: Success 
brings back customers. That’s 
pure and simple. If people do 
well with your product, they’re 
going to tell other people too. 
Well, some word has a way of 
getting customers.                                                                                                                     

Neroe Lee: HOW DO YOU 
MANAGE YOUR FARM AND 
GAMEFOWL EFFECTIVELY?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: 
Managing any business is hard. 
I think you have to be strict, 

especially when it’s a breeding 
program. I think I’m too picky 
on feed, meds, culling etc. 
However, it’s working so as 
I’ve been told others many 
times if it’s working don’t 
fix it! My husband, son and 
mom, are a huge help also it 
takes teamwork to run any 
successful business.

Neroe Lee: TODAY, YOUR 
BIRDS ARE WELL-KNOWN 
AROUND THE GLOBE; HOW 
DO YOU MAKE SURE THAT 

MANAGING ANY BUSINESS 
IS HARD I THINK YOU HAVE 
TO BE STRICT ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT’S A BREEDING 
PROGRAM SOMETIMES I 
THINK I’M TOO PICKY ON 
FEED, MEDS, CULLING ETC.

THEY WILL PERFORM AS 
ADVERTISING? WHAT DO 
YOU DO TO MAINTAIN OR 
EXCEED YOUR STATUS?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: We 
keep a strict selection protocol 
on all breeding materials 
we select for our customers. 
I make all the selection of 
breeding materials for my 
customers. I choose the same 
quality breeding materials 
that I require for my breeding 
pens here at the farm for my 
customers. That way, the 
performance and quality are 
in line with our programs 
here at the farm. We continue 
to improve quality breeding 
materials every year through 
the selection, and so we 

TAMMY SHIVE - AYALA | GREEN RIVER GAMEFARM
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exporting birds to the Philippines 
for our customers since 2009 with 
excellent success. It’s a natural 
process we can handle everything 
from start to finish. We guarantee 
birds to arrive alive and healthy to 
our customers in the Philippines to 
ease their worries a little. Money-
back guarantee!!

Neroe Lee: WHAT ARE THE POINTS 
YOU CAN SHARE IN SELECTING 
A MAINSTAY BROODSTAG, 
BROODCOCK AND HENS.
Tammy Shive-Ayala: I select 
my breeding materials in several 
different ways. I look for health, 
proper conformation, balance, 
bone structure. I also look for 
temperament and mindset of a bird, 
his willingness to adapt to adverse 

conditions. The same standard 
applies to the pullets or hens.
Neroe Lee: IN YOUR 
STANDARD, HOW DO YOU 
CATEGORIZE A BIRD AS 
PURE?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: I think 

MY HUSBAND, 
SON AND MOM 
ARE A HUGE HELP 
ALSO IT TAKES 
TEAMWORK TO RUN 
ANY SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESS.

TAMMY SHIVE - AYALA | GREEN RIVER GAMEFARM

continue to pass 
that along to our 
customers.
Neroe Lee: FROM 
YOUR LAST VISIT 
TO THE PHILIPPINES, 
WHAT CAN YOU SAY 
ABOUT THE STATE 
OF COCKFIGHTING 
THERE?
Tammy Shive-
Ayala: My trip to the 
Philippines was an 
enjoyable experience. 
The people were so 
lovely and welcoming. 
I made a lot of friends 
and can’t thank them 
all enough for the 
beautiful experience 
l look forward to 
returning with my 
family. Cockfighting in 
the Philippines was an 
excellent experience. 
The quality of the 
birds shown was 
overall impressive.

Neroe Lee: FOR 
PEOPLE WHO 
WISH TO IMPORT 
MATERIALS CAN YOU 
SHARE TO US HOW 
CAN THEY MAXIMIZE 
THEIR ACQUISITION 
AND HOW CAN 
THEY MAINTAIN THE 
BLOODLINE?
Tammy Shive-
Ayala: We have been 
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for a family to be considered pure, it must be 
line-bred and in-bred on both the Cock and hen 
sides. It takes years and years of breeding back 
into the same family line to achieve pure lines. 
Anytime you bring in new blood into a family 
to freshen then it’s a start over or a new family, 
in my opinion. I also know from experience 
some families take inbreeding and line-breeding 
differently. While it may significantly improve 

some families, it can also ruin some 
families.
Neroe Lee: TO OUR READING PATRON 
WHO WISHES TO START BREEDING, 
WHAT CAN YOU ADVISE THEM?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: My advice is, no 
matter where you got your breeding 
materials, you should start small with 2-3 
families only. At first, keep them healthy, 
vaccinated and well taken care of and if 
their quality breeding materials they will 
produce for you quality offspring.

Neroe Lee: DOES THIS NEW DIGITAL 
MAGAZINE, PUREBRED WARRIOR, HELP 
OUR SPRAWLING INDUSTRY?
Tammy Shive-Ayala: Oh, definitely, I think 
the more people that you expose to the 
industry, the more options customers have a 
better view of the industry.

Neroe Lee: ON BEHALF OF OUR TEAM 
PUREBRED WARRIOR, WOULD YOU BE 
WILLING TO OFFER SOME HELP TO OUR 
BREEDER WITH A “BIG HEART” PROGRAM? 
WHERE WE GIVE BACK TO PEOPLE, WHO 
ARE MOST MARGINALIZED AND LESS 
FORTUNATE. THESE EVENTS ARE WELL 
DOCUMENTED AND POSTED IN OUR 
MAGAZINE. 
Tammy Shive-Ayala: I will donate a 
winner’s choice trio of available breeding 
materials to the Big Heart program. 

100 % of the profit will be going to the Big 
Heart program. The trio will be selected by 
myself in October, November or December 
winner’s choice and shipped to the winning 
bidder. The winning bidder is responsible for 
shipping fees only. 

IT TAKES YEARS AND YEARS OF BREEDING 
BACK INTO THE SAME FAMILY LINE TO 
ACHIEVE PURE LINES ANYTIME YOU BRING 
IN NEW BLOOD INTO A FAMILY TO FRESHEN 
THEN IT’S A START OVER OR A NEW FAMILY 
MY OPINION.
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I
 want to start by saying thank you to Purebred Warrior 

for inviting me to do this interview. No way I would consider myself 
a professional or prominent breeder in this sport, which is why I had 
refused so many interviews in the past.

My name is Natalie Gutierrez, and the love I have for the game 
roosters is thanks to my father Ruben Gutierrez, who comes from 
a very long line of men who have been in this sport. Formerly from 
Los Altos de Jalisco, my family and many generations before they 
were known for their creative taste in arts (oil-painters) and raising/
showing gamefowl. They lived a very vivid and cultural way of life 
that I am so proud of to this day. As the generations went on, they 
started making their way to Aguascalientes, which is where I have 

The most successful people, in any aspect of life, are 
the ones who failed and learned and kept pursuing 

their dreams. If the plan doesn’t work, then changed 
the plan, not the goal.

E L  D O R A D O  G A M E F A R M

Natalie Gutierrez
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“IT’S A 
REALLY BUSY 
LIFESTYLE 
BUT I REALLY 
ENJOY IT. IT’S 
LIKE MOST 
THINGS IF 
YOU ARE NOT 
PREPARED TO 
PUT THE TIME 
AND WORK 
INTO IT YOU 
WILL NOT BE 
SUCCESSFUL.”
~ NATALIE 
GUTIERREZ
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experiments with breeding at 
21 and failed tremendously 
at first by partnering up with 
someone who was supposed 
to have brought me Albany’s 
to breed and instead filled up 
my brood pens with random 
bloodlines and diseases. It was 
a mistake that has cost us two 
years of breeding our 
proven bloodlines, 
and also causing 
me to drop 
out of 
college to 
tend to 
almost 50 
new brood 
animals. I’m 
glad to say 
that God 
closed 

made my nest and call home 
every time I go to Mexico.

Eventually, we immigrated 
to the United States and have 
called Tennessee home for the 
past 19 years.

Mhar Delaben: TELL US 
ABOUT HOW YOU LIVED 
YOUR LIFE AS A GAME FARM 
OWNER, BREEDER AND A 
COCKER?
Natalie Gutierrez: My life as a 
gamefowl owner/breeder has 
taught me valuable lessons. 
Humbled me down faster 
than any other area in my life, 
and I am grateful for that. In 
general, every day, I attend 
my babies and make sure 
my brood pens have all their 
essential needs. While my 
father tends the tie cord area 
and selects the ideal bullstags/
cocks for the breeding or keep.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DID 
YOU GET INTO THIS SPORT 
AND HOW LONG HAVE 
YOU BEEN INTO THIS 
INDUSTRY?
Natalie Gutierrez: I have 
been around gamefowl 
ever since I was born. I am 
a huge animal lover and 
naturally got curious about 
the industry. As I grew older 
just by seeing how much 
attention and care went into 
every one of my father’s 
roosters. I thought it would be 
an excellent opportunity to 
spend time with my pops and 
it started with me getting to 
hold a rooster, then helping 
him water, mark babies, 
helping with the keep, and it 
quickly transformed me into 
who I am today and whom 
I am still becoming. My first 
time conditioning was in my 
early 20’s, went 5 straight and 
soloing it, and ever since have 

had great wins and significant 
losses too that had taught me 
a wealth of knowledge.

Mhar Delaben: WHERE IT 
ALL STARTED BREEDING 
GAMEFOWL?
Natalie Gutierrez: I started my 
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ALL MEDICATIONS 
WE USE ON 
OUR FARM ARE 
EXCELLENCE 
BRAND PRODUCTS 
FROM THE 
PHILIPPINES.

that chapter and let me 
start a new template. I have 
learned to be careful whom 
I let into the farm and now 
make sharper choices and 
know when to say “enough 
is enough.” A year after that 
chapter closed, my breeding 
is well defined, healthy and 
thriving. If it weren’t for that 
experience, I would not be who 
I am today. They say a smooth 
sea would never make a skilful 
sailor and I firmly believe it.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO 
YOU MANAGE YOUR FARM 
AND OTHER PASSION YOU 
CURRENTLY HAVE?
Natalie Gutierrez: Managing 
family, roosters, and business 

life get a little complicated. 
Probably, one of my greatest 
struggles. Those three aspects 
are all crucial and require 
most of my time and energy. 

I have managed to balance 
them by having a set routine 
that I follow daily with each 
of them. Some weekdays, 
my cousin and brother come 
and help with watering and 
feeding when I have to tend 
my business all day, but 
those days are infrequent. 
Weekends are usually for my 
chickens and family; I leave 
all business aside. That has 
been my balance for the past 
year and a half.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT ARE 
YOUR BEST PERFORMING 
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BLOODLINES, AND HOW 
WOULD YOU DESCRIBE EACH 
OF THEIR ABILITY?
Natalie Gutierrez: My best 
performing bloodlines are the 
upper four I elaborated on, but 
the ones that have shown the 
most heart are the brown-reds; 
they have been very noble in 
the keep and get very active 
and happy in the pointing day. 
They are a medium station 
and an extraordinary cutter. 

They are excellent in gaff (16 
straight W) and SK (24 W, 1 
Draw, I loss). The reason they 
do well is that they are always 
on the offence and usually 
don’t give the opponent a 
chance. Moreover, when they 
get cut, instead of quitting, 
they get more aggressive. 
That is when you know you 
have a pretty good bloodline 
of brown-reds. I know these 
numbers are small for some 

but think about this, at the 
time we only raised about 15 
black crosses a year and didn’t 
have much room to cull and 
pick through the best ones, we 
just put them in the keep and 
had faith they would do their 
part, and they did! That is why 
I have so many that are 2, 3, 
even 4-time winners.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT 
SUPPLEMENTS OR 
ENHANCERS DO YOU USE 
DURING THE KEEP WHEN IT 
IS LEGAL?
Natalie Gutierrez: I do B-12 
injected, electrolytes, every 
two days Galliforte (morning 
and night) and have hens 
around to get their stamina 
up and vibrant. I know some 
people do the countless 
number of supplements and 
enhancers, but I like to keep it 
simple because that’s how it’s 
worked for us.
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MY BEST PERFORMING BLOODLINES ARE 
THE UPPER FOUR I ELABORATED ON, BUT 
THE ONES THAT HAVE SHOWN THE MOST 
HEART ARE THE BROWN-REDS

Mhar 
Delaben: 
WHAT WERE 
YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGES 
DEALING WITH THIS FARM 
AND FOWLS?
Natalie Gutierrez: As I had 
mentioned before, my first 
failure was filling my brood 
pens up with new bloodlines, 
and that came with many 
challenges. First, many 
of those animals came in 
poor health because of the 
negligence they had in Illinois. 
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(Their owner 
was frequently 

travelling and 
found it easier to 

hand them over to me 
to take care of). Having 

poor health is equalled 
to delicate chicks. Second, 

that partner did not give me a 
medicine/vitamin program to 
follow with the babies. Many 
of them ended up dying, and I 
would have to take the blame. 
The big lesson for me was that 
if you want to have healthy 
chicks, you must start with 
healthy parents and follow 
a reliable program. Father 
always alerted me about this, 
yet I had to struggle through it 
to appreciate what we already 

had. Pretty much, I lost the 
moon while counting the stars.

Mhar Delaben: IS THERE 
ANY NEGATIVE SIDE ABOUT 
BREEDING?
Natalie Gutierrez: Other than 
what I’ve said, you cannot 
breed just whatever hen or 
rooster and expect them to 
produce beasts. You have to 
have a right eye in selecting 
the ideal rooster to the best 
hen and follow the principles 
of genetics. They would look 
at both phenotypes (the 
appearance/observable traits) 
and genotype (genetic material 
from both sides of his family) 
to better their chances at 
having exceptional offsprings. 
Not everyone has this “6th 
sense.” Also, single mating is 
EVERYTHING! Period.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO YOU 
TRAIN YOUR ROOSTER DAILY 
(WHEN IT’S LEGAL)?
Natalie Gutierrez: In training, 
I keep it basic. Much rotation is 
going on. A good rooster does 
not need a full obstacle course. 
The simpler, the better.
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you when, in reality, they are 
only posting the good things 
that are happening. People 
on here think I am a big-time 
breeder or winner when in 
reality I only breed enough 
for myself and live a modest 
yet satisfying life; It is so sad 
to see people envying others 
doing better than them, they 
do not know what they had 
to “grow” through to get to 
the level of success they are 
at now. The key to success is 
simple, NOT easy, and envious 
people tend to complicate 
the process (because they 
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Mhar Delaben: 
ARE THERE ANY 
INTRUDERS ON YOUR 
FARM AND DESTROY 
ANY PROPERTIES 
YOU HAVE?
Natalie Gutierrez: 
Yes, and sadly, the 
intruders are almost 
always someone you 
know. That is all 
I can say. Oh, and 
hawks are pretty 
bad as well. I am 
so grateful with my 
dogs because they 
have learned to pick 
up on the sound 
the roosters make 
whenever they see a 
predator fly overhead 
and bolt off after 
them, not giving 
them even a chance 
to land close by to 
spy on the chicks.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT 
IS THE GREATEST 
CHALLENGE OF A 
BREEDER?
Natalie Gutierrez: 
One of the biggest 
challenges I see 
many cockers face, 
including myself, is 
staying consistent and 
optimistic with your 
fowl. If you are going 
to follow a program 
from someone or a 
company, follow it to 
a T and don’t make 
any adjustments 
until you start seeing 
the results.     For 
one example, I 
see so many new 
conditioners get a 
program from a solid 
fighter, and they start 
tweaking it to their 
liking and then blame 

the fighter for the wrong 
results. That’s not how it 
works. Giving up is not an 
option if you want to make it 
to the big leagues. Just do it 
right and be patient.

Mhar Delaben: WHO 
INFLUENCED YOU TO 
BECOME A COMPETITIVE 
INDIVIDUAL IN THIS 
INDUSTRY?
Natalie Gutierrez: Many 
close friends are the reason 
for my success, but the one 
who has challenged me to 
better myself and never 
allowed me to give up is my 
boyfriend (Eddy). He was my 
blessing after the storm.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT’S 
YOUR THOUGHT ABOUT 
THIS JEALOUSY ROAMING 
AROUND SOCIAL MEDIA?
Natalie Gutierrez: That’s a 
great question. I could write 
a whole book about it. In 
my opinion, jealousy stems 
from feeling like you don’t 
have enough. Social media 
is a great way to spark this 
feeling because it seems like 
everyone is doing better than 
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WE STAY ON TOP OF RECORD KEEPING. 
NOT JUST OUR MARKINGS BUT WE WRITE 
DOWN THE EXACT AMOUNT OF EACH 
BLOODLINE WE HATCH OFF AND THEN 
KEEP THE CALENDAR DATES THAT EACH 
BATCH IS HATCHED.

try to outperform you) and 
give up quickly, and from 
there it just becomes easier 
to critique/envy the few who 
never gave up. I even had to 
stop showing my support to 
people that kept seeing me as 
their competition, continually 
worrying about every move 
I make while I am always on 
the move to better myself. I’m 
a Warrior and not a Worrier.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT 
BEDDING DO YOU PREFER 
FOR YOUR FOWL AS A DAILY 
SCRATCH?
Natalie Gutierrez: I use hay 
and orchard grass when they 
need it much mud from rain 
or for the keep. However, my 
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game birds have enough fresh 
grass and don’t need it.
Mhar Delaben: WHERE DO 
MOST OF YOUR FOWL GO 
EACH SEASON?
Natalie Gutierrez: Most of my 
fowl go to myself! Moreover, 
to my boyfriend’s farm to set 
out on the tie cords until they 
become cocks. I don’t sell 
many; I only sell some to pay 
the feed bill. However, the few 
that I do ship out have gone 
to California, Texas, Arizona, 
Indiana, and Kentucky.

Mhar Delaben: GAMECOCK 
HAS ITS BEAUTY IN TERMS 
OF THEIR COLOURS AND 
STANDS. HOW NATALIE 
GUTIERREZ MAINTAINS HER 
BEAUTY INSIDE AND OUT?
Natalie Gutierrez: I have no 
idea. I guess I get it from the 
mama hen. She’s the one who 
taught me humility and to 

have faith and be grateful for 
what I already have. When you 
have confidence and truly feel 
gratitude, you radiate strong 
vibes that people will either 
admire or envy. Although in 
reality, I would consider myself 
a cull, I am very short and have 
green eyes, and when younger, 
I always get sick. I thank my 
parents everyday for not 
wringing my neck :)

Mhar Delaben: WHAT’S 
YOUR ADVICE TO THOSE 
WHO ARE JUST STARTING 
BREEDING CHICKEN?
Natalie Gutierrez: My advice 
is a little different compared 
to others, and that is to allow 
yourself to fail but fail forward 
and don’t give up. That is 
the only way to becoming 
stronger. The most successful 
people, in any aspect of life, 
are the ones who failed and 
learned and kept pursuing 
their dreams. If the plan 
doesn’t work, then changed 
the plan, not the goal. Do not 
play it safe like the mediocre 
people; they don’t venture 
out of their comfort zone 
and never lose nor win any 
significant accomplishments 
in life. That is the biggest 
lesson my success coach from 
my business has taught me 
and that I have applied in 
different aspects of my life, 
including chickens. 
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I have work my heart out every day to take care of family and my 
game fowl. I am the third generation. My great uncle’s Andy and 

Rick Turrietta got my family started over 70 years ago. I guess I can 
say I have been in it all my life.

A .  P .  V  G U N C L U B

M
 y name is Mario from Albuquerque New Mexico, 

and I’ve been in this sport my entire life and married with four 
children and a grandson. Being around this sport has taught 
me hard work and dedication you can accomplish anything 
in this world. I am living the dream. I have work my heart out 
every day to take care of family and my game fowl. I am the 
third generation. My great uncle’s Andy and Rick Turrietta got 
my family started over 70 years ago. I guess I can say I have 
been in it all my life.

Mario Maldonado
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“I HAVE WORK MY HEART OUT EVERY DAY TO TAKE CARE OF FAMILY 
AND MY GAME FOWL. I AM THE THIRD GENERATION. MY GREAT 

UNCLE’S ANDY AND RICK TURRIETTA GOT MY FAMILY STARTED OVER 
70 YEARS AGO. I GUESS I CAN SAY I HAVE BEEN IN IT ALL MY LIFE.”
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Mhar Delaben: WHAT ARE YOUR BEST 
PERFORMING BLOODLINES, AND HOW 
WOULD YOU DESCRIBE EACH OF 
THEIR ABILITY?
Mario Maldonado: The performing 
bloodline I show came from Jason 
Daniel of Gator Game Farm. I base my 
breeding preferences off of his half and 
half-line he has made. There is nothing 
better than those, in my opinion. That 
is why everything I am breeding is to 
match that style. They make you miss 
and then they make you pay.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT SUPPLEMENTS 
OR ENHANCERS DO YOU USE DURING 
THE KEEP?
Mario Maldonado: I do 100% all-natural 
keep. Don’t get me wrong I have tried 
everything under the sun to get the 
edge on the competition. However, I 
found 100% natural great care and good 
breeding would get you into the winner 
circle more any magical shot.

MARIO MALDONADO | A. P. V GUNCLUB

Mhar Delaben: 
WHERE IT ALL 
STARTED BREEDING 
GAMEFOWL?
Mario Maldonado: I 
have been breeding all 
of my life. I’ve been 
to travel and acquire 
some excellent 
bloodlines that I 
personalize into my 
own.

Mhar Delaben: HOW 
DO YOU MANAGE 
YOUR FARM AND 
OTHER PASSION YOU 
CURRENTLY HAVE?
Mario Maldonado: Other 
than my family, my only 
passion is this great 
sport of cockfighting!

“THERE IS NOTHING BETTER THAN 
THOSE, IN MY OPINION. THAT IS 
WHY EVERYTHING I AM BREEDING 
IS TO MATCH THAT STYLE.”
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Mhar Delaben: HOW 
SYSTEMATIC ARE YOU 
WHEN IT COMES TO 
RECORDING?
Mario Maldonado: Record 
keeping is everything and 
probably the number one 
foundation you need to 
have to be successful in 
this business. I take great 
pride in my record keeping!

Mhar Delaben: IS THERE 
ANY NEGATIVE SIDE 
ABOUT BREEDING?
Mario Maldonado: No, not 
it is one of the hardest 
aspects of the game. So 
many different pieces to 
come together, but when 
it does, there is no more 
excellent feeling in this 
world!

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO 
YOU TRAIN YOUR ROOSTER 
DAILY?
Mario Maldonado: Rotation 
and knowing when to rest 
them is critical. Let bird be a 
bird, and he would perform 
the way he was bred to do

Mhar Delaben: ARE THERE 
ANY INTRUDERS ON YOUR 
FARM AND DESTROY ANY 
PROPERTIES YOU HAVE?
Mario Maldonado: No

Mhar Delaben: WHAT IS THE 
GREATEST CHALLENGE OF A 
BREEDER?
Mario Maldonado: From 
getting healthy eggs to raising 
a good 2 year, there is no 
harder challenge you can 
accomplish. There are no short 
cuts.
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Mhar Delaben: WHAT WERE 
YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGES 
DEALING WITH THIS FARM 
AND FOWLS?
Mario Maldonado: Seems 
everything, and everyone loves 
chickens. Between predators 
and thieves and mother 
nature. That becomes the 
hardest challenge anyone can 
try and do.
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Mhar Delaben: WHO 
INFLUENCED YOU TO 
BECOME A COMPETITIVE 
INDIVIDUAL IN THIS 
INDUSTRY?
Mario Maldonado: My dad and 
my great uncle, Andy Turrietta

Mhar Delaben: WHAT’S 
YOUR THOUGHT ABOUT 
THIS JEALOUSY ROAMING 
AROUND SOCIAL MEDIA?
Mario Maldonado: It is what 
is. I believe you have that kind 
of behaviour in all walks of 
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life. The key is to keep 
your head up looking 
forward to making 
your heart happy, not 
worrying about how is 
saying or what others 
are doing!

Mhar Delaben: WHAT 
BEDDING DO YOU 
PREFER FOR YOUR 
FOWL AS A DAILY 
SCRATCH?
Mario Maldonado: 
It depends on what 
weapon I am showing 
it. For gaff or LK I love 
to scratch them n hay 
or corn husks. For “sk” 
I fill my pens with 
horse manure.

Mhar Delaben: WHERE 
DO MOST OF YOUR 
FOWL GO EACH 
SEASON?
Mario Maldonado: I 
would be releasing my 
bloodlines for sale this 

“I’M A MAN WITH RESPECT, 
I TREAT EVERYONE 
LIKE WHAT I DO TO MY 
CHICKEN.”
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coming October for the first time.
Mhar Delaben: GAMECOCK HAS ITS BEAUTY IN TERMS 
OF THEIR COLOURS AND STANDS, HOW MARIO 
MALDONADO MAINTAINS BEING A GENTLEMAN INTO 
THIS SPORTS?
Mario Maldonado: I am a man of respect. I treat everyone 
like I do my chickens with respect!

Mhar Delaben: MHAR DELABEN: WHAT’S YOUR ADVICE 
TO THOSE WHO ARE JUST STARTING BREEDING 
CHICKEN?
Mario Maldonado: Listen is one of the most important 
advice I can give to someone starting. Don’t be afraid to 
spend to acquire good gamefowl for your brood pens. 

Many people would tell you 
that proper care is the most 
important. Moreover, without 
a doubt, it is. However, I can 
see the healthiest Road Island 
Reds, and at the end of the 
day, they would be road island 
reds!

Mhar Delaben: DOES THIS 
NEW DIGITAL MAGAZINE 
PUREBRED WARRIOR A HELP 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FARM?
Mario Maldonado: It has in 
many ways! You have great 
people on here giving out 
fantastic information that I 
would kill as a young cocker 
starting!

Mhar Delaben: ON BEHALF 
OF MY TEAM PUREBRED 
WARRIOR, WOULD YOU BE 
WILLING TO OFFER SOME 
OF YOUR CHICKEN FOR A 
CHARITABLE PURPOSE IN 
THE UPCOMING PROJECTS?
Mario Maldonado: Gladly 
honoured to do that. 
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It was finally brought to a local cockpit and won my first win ever. 
Then in my teens, I started a bit of backyard breeding and taking 

weekend trips to La Loma cockpit mainly out of interest.

F I R E B I R D  G A M E F A R M

I
 started getting curious when I was seven years 

old about chickens thru my parent’s driver, who was into 
cockfighting then. No one in my family took up the sport, but 
the chickens my mother kept for her catering business were 
often a source of curiosity. I would usually separate the kingly 
ones and make them fight with each other. I had my Talisain 
when I was nine or ten years old, and our driver wanted it to 
compete in a topada in a nearby makeshift neighbourhood 
hack-fight with approval from a police officer because it would 
be considered illegal and that won my first win ever. Then in my 
teens, I started a bit of backyard breeding and taking weekend 
trips to La Loma cockpit mainly out of interest.

Biboy Enriquez



5 9

BIBOY ENRIQUEZ | FIREBIRD GAMEFARM



6 0

Hotel, then two other large 
hotels, including Puerto Azul 
beach hotel from where I was 
a Vice President in operation. 
I co-founded a beauty contest 
called Mutya ng Pilipinas Miss 
Asia Pacific a long time ago. 

I also got the franchise of Ms 
World and held it for 15 years 
before transferring it to Estella 
Araneta. One of the hotels I 
was able to acquire a franchise 
of Playboy Club. Also, then 
the Star Gazer Disco through 
a friend, partner with us Luis 
Ismail of Star Gazer and then, 
later on, became a Euphoria 
Disco. My involvement was 
more on the limelight. I sold 
my shares when my mother 
retired at that time, my 
brother-in-law and my sister 
bought me out. So I stayed at 
Sulu Hotel.

I got stressed because of the 
labour union. It’s challenging 
to run the business with the 
undesirable employee and very 
difficult to terminate them 
too because the Department 
of Labor always protects 

In the year 1969, with what 
started as a hobby, I produced 
50 to 60 birds that eventually 
increased in number annually. 
I decided to transfer to a 
one-hectare vacated piggery 
property, which belonged to 
my parents in 1971. There I 
raised over a hundred stags. In 
the late ‘70s, when production 
increased to 200 each year, I 
moved to a bigger farm that 
I used to lease in Antipolo. 
There I stayed for more than 14 
years before transferring to my 
present farm in Tanay.

The farm is open to the public 
and a subject of admiration not 
only by local aficionados but 
international cockers as well. 
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Known American breeders from 
Alabama, Oklahoma, Louisiana 
and California have kind words 
to say whenever they visit the 
farm. The last couple of years 
have been busy for breeding. 
I decided to concentrate on 
developing and propagating 
top quality firebird bloodlines 
to compete in big-time 
cockfighting, not just to benefit 
myself, but for other cockers as 
well. Yes, since last year, I’ve 
been sharing my prized game 
birds to those who are seriously 
into the game.

Mhar Delaben: WHO IS BIBOY 
ENRIQUEZ?
Biboy Enriquez: I grew 
up where my parents still 
struggling on World War 2 in 
there business. I grew up as 
an ordinary middle age family 
in Quezon City, and through 
the years, the activity of my 
parents flourished. I started 
to enjoy a pleasant and better 
quality of life. I got involved in 
the hotel industry business. I 
put up a small hotel called Sulu 
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money from the company. 
So this becomes stressful 
to me, so I retired and put 
up a four-hectare property 
farm instead, but before 
that, I’m into gamefowl 
since when I was eight 
years old. I get used to it 
because of my parent’s 
driver who loves chicken, 
and he’s taking care of 
them in our backyard, and 
that where it all started. 
When I was a teenager, 
I got some excellent 
chickens for cockfighting 
in Laloma, and later on, 
eventually it grew as I 
learn the way of gamefowl 
breeding. I get a chance 
to know and be friends 
with Mr Paeng Araneta. 
He was the number 1 
champions in Bacolod and 
considered to be the guru 

on this industry even in the 
conditioning, because of 
him I learned many things.

I involved in promoting 
derbies too and became 
famous as a promoter. 
Even though I have my 
entry, I’ll make sure that 
the fight is always fair. 
Since it is my promotion, I 
decided not to participate 
to avoid politics from the 
participants. Nene Araneta 
wanted to promote and 
host the International 
Derby at the Araneta 
Coliseum. That was the 
year 1988 then, and he 
invited me because he 
knew that I could bring 
more crowd, and so I was 
one of the co-promoter 
along with Jong Santiago.

Twice a year, each co-
promoter can sponsor 
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“I AM HAPPY WITH MY FARM HAVING 
48 EMPLOYEES AND TO MAKE SURE 
THAT THEY ARE ALSO HAPPY THEY ARE 
PART OF THE PROFIT SHARING OF THE 
FARM AS WELL SO, THEREFORE, THEY 
WILL HAVE THIS SYMPATHY AND THEIR 
LOYALTY TO ME.”

employees. Even though I was 
very fair to my employees and 
generous, but on occasion, the 
employees always win. The only 
thing that the company has is 
money. There was corruption 
involved in the Department of 
Labor. If the company gains 
the case, the employees receive 
nothing at all. Majority of the 
instances wins in favour of the 
employees so they can collect 
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houses with free water and 
electricity. I am very close to 
their children and felt like I am 
part of their family too. They 
have a recreational area like 
table tennis, basketball court 
and now I started to make their 
fitness gym.

The production of Firebird 
Gamefarm rapidly grows as 
well, this year’s production 
target is about 3,800 harvested, 
but I was hoping to reach about 
4000. Estimated harvest for 
this year’s goal is 3800 males, 
and around 2300 collected 
females. I have no idea about 
the coming years, but we 
would like to continue to grow 
as long as my employees are 
committed and happy. Their 
loyalty and hard work are 
essential because they are 
part of the business. No one to 
steals or any illegal activities 
because they are well paid, and 
their focus and attention are 
always there.

Mhar Delaben: DO YOU 
THINK COCKFIGHT WOULD 
GO AT SOME POINT?
Biboy Enriquez: No. I 
think it would continue 
to grow unprecedented to 
unprecedented levels. There 
would be a revolution in 
case the government would 
try passing a law to ban 
cockfighting. The people would 
go crazy on that, and I don’t 
think they are going to do it 
because many politicians in 
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two American entries or well-
known American Cockers, and 
in that sense, we can draw in 
more of participants. Since 
I was in the Hotel business 
and Sulu Hotel is very near to 
the venue, all invited cockers 
stayed there. On the evening, 
I am asking them all at the 
cocktail lounge so they can 
have their pleasure and have 
some chicken-talk discussion 
with the other participants.  Of 
course, they can eat and drink 
all they can. I am sure everyone 
had a pleasant stay, and I 
became friends with many!

Twice a year there’s an 
International Derby, and this 
was they called it before, and 
now it is World Slasher Cup. 
That started 1988, and then, 
later on, I think that was 1992 
we set apart, and George 
‘Nene’ Araneta promoted the 
World Slasher Cup alone. We 
formed another association 
called U-Cup, and we also 
have most of the big players. 
We have a new cockpit arena 
in Mandaluyong until these 
sports grow more significant 
and more prominent in the 

Philippines.
My farm is in Tanay Rizal, 

and it was 4 hectares 27 
years ago. The breeding 
area is in Common Wealth 
Avenue inside Don Antonio 
Heights; then the range was in 
Antipolo when I was leasing 
a property before.  That four-
hectare farm gradually grew 
because I purchased all of the 
adjacent farms. Now I have a 
26 hectares farm and think I 
still need a few more hectares 
to make it 30. The growth of 
cockfighting in the Philippines 
are unbelievable; it becomes 
more and more. The demands 
are too high, and the fights 
are way more interesting. It’s 
fascinating to watch because 
of the pot money involve was 
becoming more prominent and 
better, and it becomes more 
exciting to the cockers. 

Now, I am happy with my 
farm together with my 48 
employees. To make sure that 
they are also pleased they are 
part of the profit-sharing, and 
by doing so, their sympathy 
and loyalty remains to me. I 
provided them with concrete 
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thrill and excitements that 
come with it. There would be 
ups and downs for sure, and 
this would teach them as well 
as how to accept defeat. I am a 
person who can accept defeat, 
which we can also use this in 
our daily lives, in business or 
whatever endeavour we may 
go. You need to accept defeat 
in a fight and be humble in 
your triumph and be a man. 
It is a noble sport, people 
become honest, and it is a fair 
game. Those who cheat in 
cockfighting are most likely 
be ban in the cockpit arena. 
Shame on them because this 
is a gentleman’s sports. I meet 
many people in my old age, and 
I meet new friends because of 
this industry.

Mhar Delaben: HOW 
SYSTEMATIC ARE YOU WHEN 
IT COMES TO RECORDING?
Biboy Enriquez: I’m very 
systematic about that, I used 
females employees to do this 
task because they are brilliant 
on this and they’re meticulous. 
One good example of this is Ms 
Robie, she’s one of the first lady 
gaffers, and now she became 
famous and a celebrity at the 
moment. They are about 9 

the government are into it as 
well. They rub elbows when 
they are going to the cockpit, 
and that’s the reason why 
most politician involves in 
cockfighting get more votes 
when an election comes. I 
always say this could prolong 
your life because when you are 
on the farm, you force yourself 
to wake up early, breath some 
clean air and exercise.

There so many struggles 
into this game or these sports. 
Firstly, the selection of your 
breeding materials needs to be 
a quality and proven bloodline 
from champions. Secondly, 
make it sure that the health of 
the chicks raised healthily. You 
need to follow the vaccination 
program a feeding guide and 
deworming period. Another 
big challenge for the starter is 
when to make them fit in the 
competition. You have to raise 
them with strong bones and 
right balance.

Conditioning is a big 
challenge too, especially when 
you have scheduled for the 
fight, we called that ‘pointing’. 
You have to make sure your 
gamebird become sharp during 
the time of the match. Those 
are the challenges plus the 

or 10 lady gaffers currently 
involved when it comes to tying 
the knife of the gamefowl, 
which is good because there is 
a participation of the females. 
Back into my recording, the egg 
collector was also a female, this 
to minimize corruptions. It’s 
fun to have female employees. 
Aside from the coconut juice 
that they are going to offer to 
the visitors, they can mingle to 
them so quickly. It is annoying 
to have all males on the farms, 
but when there are females, it’s 
more fun with them than the 
boys. You can joke around with 
them sharing laughter, there’s 
fun and its beautiful to have 
them. Females are multitasking 
because that’s the way they 
are. There was this doctor 
who told me that the reason 
why the females are good with 
their hands because they used 
two parts of their brains (left 
and right brains). However, 
for us guys, we usually used 
one piece. That’s why females 
can do many things than men. 
Especially when tying the 
knife, you need to have a right 
and gentle hand to execute 
it properly. In the recording, 
females are more meticulous 
than men.

BIBOY ENRIQUEZ | FIREBIRD GAMEFARM
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particular bloodlines that I 
wanted to have. I would give 
in return for what he wanted 
from my bloodlines, then in 
that way, we both improved. 
If you are selfish into this 
industry, you will not likely 
go up because you think you 
have the best. It would help 
if you had an open mind and 
a proven bloodline. I do line 
breeding, inbreeding, and then 
cross them out. The feeling 
of becoming a breeder is just 
like a chef. You try to find 
the best ingredients. I always 
make three families out of 
my particular high demand 
bloodlines in order not to lose 
the blood. You’re cloning your 
fighting machines the way you 
want them to fight, and they 
fight uniform as well, so that’s 
a big challenge.

Mhar Delaben: YOUR WHITE 
KELSO IS ONE OF YOUR 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF 
WINNINGS, CAN YOU TELL 
US MORE ABOUT IT?
Biboy Enriquez: Yes, that’s 
right; their colour and blood 
are so dominant. What I meant 
about dominants, they are 
the faulty ones, and then they 
grow bigger. Their fighting 

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO YOU 
STAY HUMBLE THROUGH ALL 
OF YOUR SUCCESS? 
Biboy Enriquez: Well, 
grounded as I am from my 
childhood. I was an ordinary 
kid playing around in our 
neighbourhood. I understood 
how poor people feel and think, 
so I grew up that way. I haven’t 

change them because of this 
hobby, it already brings me 
to expose to different kind of 
people, so I stayed that way.

Mhar Delaben: HOW MANY 
BLOODLINES YOU’RE 
BREEDING AT THE MOMENT?
Biboy Enriquez: Well, If I am 
not mistaken, I have about 
ten different bloodlines but 
its a proven bloodlines that 
originate from the states. Once 
in a while, I still import from 
other countries. There’s a few 
that I would like to get from 
like an exchange program from 
a well-known breeder and have 

BIBOY ENRIQUEZ | FIREBIRD GAMEFARM
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out. I castigated my breeder 
and asked him if he is sure 
and didn’t make a mistake? 
He replied that he had no 
idea at all. I am going back to 
the records that I subscribed 
from the states a long time 
ago. Cecile Davis the farm 
handler of Walter Kelso in 
1956 if I’m not mistaken, 
there was indeed a throwback 
white Kelso, and it won a lot 
for them. Mainly because 
Kelso has four bloodlines, 
there’s a white feather. So 
there was this throwback that 
happens now and then. So I 
maintained it, and I was able 
to get another white family 
from a retired basketball 
player, Dennis Espino. A “Slim 
Benoist White Kelso” that he 
got from Patrick, it was an 
imported trio. However, then, 
he doesn’t like white chickens, 
so he bought that one and 
wanted to have a red Kelso on 
my side. He saw that I have a 
White, He offered his White to 
me, and I exchange it to him 
with my red Kelso. Moreover, 
it turned that my white Kelso 
is the most winningest of all 
my bloodlines.

Mhar Delaben: IS THERE 
ANY ADVICE YOU COULD 
GIVE TO YOUNG BREEDERS 

THAT JUST GETTING 
STARTED?
Biboy Enriquez: Start small, 
learn the ropes and have 
the right facilities. They 
should invest in a good 
bloodline because that is very 
important. Chickens around 
now are too many. You need 
to have a superior proven 
cocking ability and gameness 
of the fighting style, and 
thus gradually you increase. 
The same thing how I did 
it, otherwise when you get 
burned, you have significant 
expenses, and you’ll lose. So 
this is what I have to say to 
the breeders who just started.

“Visit some of the farms and 
be friends with the breeders 
because they have a lot to 
share to you. Talked to them, 
ask them many questions for 
sure they are more happy to 
share what they have.”

Mhar Delaben: DO YOU 
THINK COCKFIGHT AS A 
SPORT WOULD END AT 
SOME POINT?
Biboy Enriquez: No. I think 
it would continue to grow to 
unprecedented levels. There 
would be a revolution in case 
the government tries passing 
a law to ban cockfighting. 
The people will most likely 

“I DO LINE 
BREEDING, 
INBREEDING AND 
THEN CROSS THEM 
OUT. THE FEELING 
OF BECOMING A 
BREEDER IS JUST 
LIKE A CHEF, YOU TRY 
TO FIND THE BEST 
INGREDIENTS.”

styles, when they hit their 
stretched whether they are 
up or down and they are a bit 
heavy and brainy as well. It 
was an accident that it came 
from a red Kelso, a throwback 
of a red Kelso. There’s one 
female who turned out white. 
I was surprised and shocked 
why there is this White came 
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“ I AM A PERSON 
WHO CAN ACCEPT 
DEFEAT AND USE 
IT AS A LESSON 
TO BE APPLIED IN 
MY DAILY LIFE, 
IN MY BUSINESS, 
OR IN WHATEVER 
ENDEAVOUR I MAY 
WANT TO TRY.”

go crazy with that. I don’t 
think they are going to do it 
because many politicians in 
the government are into it as 
well. They rub elbows with 
their constituents when they 
go to the cockpit, and that’s the 
reason why most politicians 
involved in cockfighting get 
more votes during an election. 
I always say that this could 
prolong your life because when 
you are on the farm, you force 

yourself to wake up early, 
breathe some clean air, and get 
exercise by walking a lot.

There are also many struggles 
in this game. Firstly, your 
breeding materials need to be 
of top quality and from proven 
bloodlines of champions. 
Secondly, make sure your 
chicks are raised healthy. You 
need to follow a vaccination 
program, a feeding guide, and 
a deworming period. Another 
big challenge for the starter is 
when to decide if they are fit 
for competition. You have to 
raise them with strong bones 
and the right balance (of what? 
Pls state)

Conditioning is a big 
challenge, too, especially when 
you are scheduled for the 
fight, which we call “pointing.” 
You have to make sure your 
gamebird stays sharp during 
the time of the match. Those 
are the challenges, along with 
the thrill and excitement that 
come with it. There would be 
ups and downs for sure, and 
the latter would teach you how 
to accept defeat.

I am a person who can accept 
defeat and use it as a lesson to 
be applied in my daily life, in 

my business, or in whatever 
endeavour I may want to try. 
You need to accept defeat in 
a fight and be humble in your 
triumph. It is a noble sport 
where people learn honesty 
as it is a fair game. Those 
who cheat in cockfighting will 
most likely be banned in the 
cockpit arena. Shame on them 
because this is a gentleman’s 
sport. In my old age, I meet 
many people and make new 
friends because of this most 
Filipino sport.

Mhar Delaben: HOW 
SYSTEMATIC ARE YOU 
WHEN IT COMES TO 
RECORDING?
Biboy Enriquez: I am very 
systematic about that. I use 
female employees to do 
this task because they are 
brilliant and meticulous at 
this. One good example is 
Ms Robie, she’s one of the 
first lady gaffers, and now 
she has become famous 
and is a celebrity. There are 
about 9 or 10 lady-gaffers 
currently involved when it 
comes to tying the knife of 
the gamefowl, which is good 
because there’s a participation 
of females.

 Back into my recording, the 
egg collector is also a female 
to minimize corruption. It is 
fun to have female employees. 
Aside from the coconut juice 
that they serve to the visitors, 
they also mingle with them 
easily. It is annoying to have 
all males on the farms, but 
when there are females, you 
can joke around with them, 
sharing laughter and having 
fun.

 Females are also born 
multitaskers. There was this 
doctor who told me that 
the reason why the females 
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are good with their hands is 
that they use both sides of 
their brains (left and right 
hemispheres of the brain.) 
However, for us guys, we 
usually use only one part. 
That’s why females can do 
many things at once. Especially 
when tying the knife, you need 
to have a right and gentle hand 
to execute it properly. In the 
recording, females are more 
meticulous than men.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO YOU 
STAY HUMBLE THROUGH ALL 
OF YOUR SUCCESS?
Biboy Enriquez: Well, I have 
been well-grounded from my 
childhood. I was an ordinary 
kid playing around in our 
neighbourhood. I understand 
how poor people feel and think 
as I grew up that way. I haven’t 
changed much since then 
because this hobby exposes me 
to all kinds of people.

 
MHAR Delaben: HOW MANY 
BLOODLINES ARE YOU 
BREEDING AT THE MOMENT?
Biboy Enriquez: Well, if I am 
not mistaken, I have about ten 
different proven bloodlines that 
originate from the states. Once 
in a while, I still import from 
other countries. If there are any 
breeds that I want, I get them 
via exchange programs with 
well-known breeders. In return, 
I give them what they want 
from my bloodlines. This way, 

we both improve.
 If you are selfish in this 

industry, most likely you would 
not rise because you think 
you have the best. It would 
help if you had an open mind 
and a proven bloodline. I do 
line breeding, inbreeding, and 
then cross it out. The feeling 
of becoming a good breeder is 
just like a good chef. You try 
to find the best ingredients. I 
always make three families out 
of my particular high demand 
bloodlines in order not to lose 
the blood. You clone your 
fighting machines in a way 
that you want them to fight, 
and yet fight uniformly too, so 
that’s a big challenge.

 
Mhar Delaben: YOUR 
WHITE KELSO HAS ONE OF 
THE HIGHEST WINNING 
PERCENTAGES, CAN YOU 
TELL US MORE ABOUT IT?
Biboy Enriquez: Yes, that’s 
right; their colour and blood 
are so dominant. You see, the 
dominants, they are the faulty 
ones, and then they grow 
bigger. This way, they have 
better reach - whether they 
are up or down. They are a bit 
heavy and brainy as well. It 
was an accident that it came 
from a red Kelso, a throwback 
of a red Kelso. There’s one 
female who turned out white. 
I was surprised and shocked 
when this White came out.

I castigated my breeder and 
asked him if he hadn’t made 
a mistake? He replied that 
he had no idea at all. I then 
went back to my records that 
I had subscribed to from the 
states a long time ago. Cecile 
Davis was the farm handler of 
Walter Kelso in 1956 if I’m not 
mistaken, there was indeed 
a throwback white Kelso, 
and it won a lot for them. 

Mainly because Kelso has four 
bloodlines, and one of them 
has white feathers. I’ve seen 
this throwback now and then.

 So I maintained it, and 
I was able to get another 
white family from a retired 
basketball player Dennis 
Espino whom he acquired the 
original imported trio from 
Patrick Puno who didn’t like 
white-coloured gamebirds. 
Hence, he sold the trio to 
Dennis, who has been winning 
with them crossed to his 
lemons and other bloodlines. 
Dennis saw that I have a 
White, and offered his White 
to me in exchange for my red 
Kelso. The rest is history, and 
my white Kelso is now the 
biggest winner amongst all of 
my bloodlines.

Mhar Delaben: IS THERE ANY 
ADVICE YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
GIVE YOUNG BREEDERS WHO 
ARE JUST GETTING STARTED?
Biboy Enriquez: Start small, 
learn the ropes and have the 
right facilities. They should 
invest in a good bloodline.  
That is very important as there 
are too many mediocre lines 
around today. You need to 
have a superior proven cocking 
ability and gameness of the 
fighting style. This way, you 
gradually increase your stock. 
That’s how I did it. Otherwise, 
with too many expenses, you 
would get badly burnt when 
you lose. So, this is what I have 
to say to the breeders who just 
got started.

 Moreover, visit some of the 
farms, and be friends with the 
breeders. They can share all 
that they’ve got to you. Talk to 
them and ask many questions. 
Rest assured they are more 
than happy to share the 
knowledge that they have. 
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el killo Pena

el killo Pena

ferdie nand david

beno reyes

daniel gabriel pinedagallo de oro carrillo

white hackle

cecil davis kelso
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There’s a thin line between winning and losing & luck always 
favours the prepared

S U P E R  M A R I O  G A M E F A R M

Marc Lendl Diaz

A
 s a gamefowl breeder, I would say that I am very 

meticulous down to the core and I do believe it is one of my 
best attributes that brought me to where I am in cockfighting 
today.

Aside from winning, my objective is to reach out to small-
time breeders who wish to start on their own as I was once a 
novice. I have a feeling like I owe it to them. I must somehow 
protect them since I had a bad experience when I was starting. 
Having spent a ton of money on buying materials that are 
overpriced and underperforming.
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NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS:
2016 COCOWAYAN 4 COCK CHAMPION

2016 DIGMAAN 9 WINS
2016 5 COCK ISABELA DOUBLE DERBY INSURANCE

2017 COCOWAYAN 4 COCK CHAMPION & INSURANCE
2017 6 STAG FIESTA PILAR INSURANCE 

2017 SABAYAN CHAMP 8 STAG
2017 ZGBA BREEDER OF THE YEAR GARNERING 20.5 POINTS OUT OF 23 FIGHTS

2017 DECEMBER 4 COCK ISABELA CHAMP & INSURANCE 
2017 6 COCK SINULOG CHALLENGE RUNNER-UP

2018 6 COCKDIA DE SINUNUC 5 POINTS
2018 7 STAG CLASSIC CUP RUNNER-UP

2018 ZAMBO CUP 5 STAG 2 ENTRIES GARNERING
A SCORE OF 4 POINTS AND 4.5

2018 12 STAG BAKBAKAN 10 PTS
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Neroe Lee: HOW IS IT 
DIFFERENT BREEDING IN 
THE SOUTHERNMOST 
PART OF THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS? HOW DO YOU 
SEE IT AS AN ADVANTAGE, 
AND WHAT COULD BE THE 
DISADVANTAGES THAT 
COME ALONG WITH IT? 
Marc Lendl Diaz: Breeding in 
the south is a big challenge, 
especially we are in high 
altitude. Basilan is considered 
an agricultural with much 
of the island covered with 
coconut trees and rubber, 
but the rain density is high in 
some months of the year. We 
use to experience continuous 
rain pour for weeks; that is 
why producing chicks is very 
hard due to the weather. 
Mostly In the day time, it is 
relatively hot, and at night 
temperature drops to cold, 
but for me, I also see this as 
advantage nature itself would 
cull my weakest chick and 

leave only the strongest one. 
The disadvantage in this part 
of the region is travelling by 
boat, crossing the sea going to 
Zamboanga City where most 
of the big fights are taking 
place. Stags get stressed a 
lot and mostly reducing their 
power by 20-30 per cent, so I 
leave that to my foes.

Neroe Lee: HOW DID YOU 
COME ACROSS GAMEFOWLS, 
WHAT STARTED IT?
Marc Lendl Diaz: I came 
across gamefowls when I was 
a child feeding my father’s 
rooster. Dad use’s to bring me 
with him in derbies where I 
notice at an early age people 
use to think that fighting 
chicken is a game of luck 
well I beg to disagree. There 
came a time that they always 
lose, and it stresses me a lot 
for that reason I’ve set my 
mind in breeding and fighting 
chicken the scientific way. My 
grandmother used to own a 
cockpit during her days until 
now cockfighting is a family 
affair and often we are an 
entire clan going to the pit 
with my mother and cousins 
to add the roster. My mother 
is the brainchild and the one 
who supports all these; we 
would not have gone this far 
without her support.

Neroe Lee: WHAT COULD 
BE THE MOST MEMORABLE 
MOMENT OF YOUR LIFE AS A 
BREEDER?
Marc Lendl Diaz: The most 
memorable moment of my 
cocking career, first is when I 
captured the Sabayan 8 Stag 
Crown using only 7 birds a 
feat of a lifetime that is hard 
to emulate. On my 7th fight 
surprisingly my bird doesn’t 
seem to want to fight so at 
that moment we don’t have 
a spare bird with the same 

Marc Lindl Diaz | Super Mario Gamefarm

“I CAPTURED THE 2017 
ZGBA BREEDER OF THE 
YEAR LOSING ONLY 2 
STAGS AND A DRAW 
TO TALLY A TOTAL OF 
17.5PTS OUT OF 20 
STAGS IN A MUCH 
HEAVILY CONTESTED 
ASSOCIATION IN THE 
PHILIPPINES WHERE 
SOME BATTLE-
HARDENED VETERANS 
COMPETE.”



7 3

weight class. The closest 
we have is a winner who 
won that day in the same 
on-going event but is 
handicapped by his fresh 
wounds in his chest and 
foot. To our misfortune, 
later on, our bird was pitted 
vs a 200grams more massive 
bird. That particular bird 
went to fight and won 
convincingly handing as the 
much-coveted crown such a 
sensational event that I will 
always vividly remember 
all my life. Secondly, 
When I captured the 2017 
ZGBA breeder of The Year 
recorded of 17.5 pts out of 
20 stags in a much heavily 
contested association in 
the Philippines where some 
battle-hardened veterans 
compete.

Neroe Lee: WHAT 
BLOODLINES HAVE YOU 
PROPAGATED IN THE LAST 
FEW YEARS THAT MADE 
YOU SOUGHT AFTER 
IN THE ZAMBOANGA 
PENINSULA?
Marc Lendl Diaz: I’ve 
always propagated my 
winning lines like the 
Boston Gilmore and the 

to Chuck Yulo and 
Patrick Belocura aka 
“patbel” who taught 
me everything I know 
today.

Neroe Lee: WHEN 
YOU WERE 
STARTING, WAS 
IT DIFFICULT? 
HOW WAS IT 
WHEN YOU WERE 
STARTING BREEDING 
GAMEFOWLS?
Marc Lendl Diaz: 
At the start, it was 
difficult since it’s 
tough to find someone 
who can be of a help 

Marc Lindl Diaz | Super Mario Gamefarm

Boston Sweater. These are my bread and 
butter that proves over countless times, 
and they never disappoint me, they 
always come with the will to win!.

Neroe Lee: WHOM DO YOU CONSIDER 
AS A MENTOR? MOREOVER, WHAT 
HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THEM?
Marc Lendl Diaz: My mentor’s inbreeding 
is one of the best or should I say, epitome 
breeder of Philippine Sabong. I have 
nothing else than the man himself Martin 
Escolin who shares his proven lines and 
the “know-how” to maintain them. The 
man is always there when I need to learn 
something, a man very humble and 
kind that he always gives me a helping 
hand. While in the conditioning part 
of the game I would like to give thanks 
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body. In pointing chicken, your 
number one enemy is moisture you 
don’t want that in fight day because 
they would bleed a lot and cut very 
poorly.

Neroe Lee: HOW DO YOU TRAVEL 
YOUR WARRIORS? WHAT 
ARE THE STEPS YOU TAKE TO 
PREVENT STRESS?
Marc Lendl Diaz: In travelling my 
rooster I make sure to get mental 

that is why I can say find 
a friend who’s genuinely 
willing to help you.

Neroe Lee: ISABELA 
BASILAN TO MOST WHO 
NEVER BEEN THERE IS 
A DANGEROUS PLACE, 
DOES THIS AFFECT 
YOUR SALES? WHAT 
CAN YOU TELL OUR 
READERS ABOUT ISABELA 
BASILAN?
Marc Lendl Diaz: Well, at 
first it’s a hard thing to sell 
and coming to Basilan they 
would be safe. The truth 
is that Isabela Basilan is 
peaceful, and yes there are 
some rare skirmishes, but 
most if not all are happening 
in the jungles which are very 
far from the city. Today I 
believe I’m establishing a 
point where I feel ecstatic 
that people are willing to 
cross miles and oceans to be 
here and see our gamefowls 
in person. Talking about 
Basilan, my friends and 
buyers are like a haven for 
winning bloodlines.

Neroe Lee: HOW DO YOU 
POINT YOUR CHICKEN? 
CAN YOU DISCUSS TO 
USE THE METHODS YOU 
DO DAYS BEFORE THE 
FIGHT DOWN TO FIGHT 
DAY?
Marc Lendl Diaz: After 
selecting a rooster with 
the fighting style that I 
want, It has to be a full-
bodied gamecock. So, 
during pointing in the 
last 2-3 days, I can easily 
manipulate their body to 
whichever I prefer. In the 
selection process, some 
chickens are tiny but 
substantial; some big and 
heavy, some are light as 
if you’re holding a bunch 
of cotton.  I choose those 
that have a corky feeling 
because I’ll make them 
more substantial on the 
day of the fight.  The rest 
of them I’ll cut them down 
and control their water. 
Sometimes 2-3 days no 
water and control their 
food intake to remove 
those extra water in their 

“IN TRAVELLING MY 
ROOSTER I MAKE SURE 
MENTAL CONDITIONING 
IS DONE IN THE FARM 
LIKE PUTTING THEM 
IN THE BOX FOR 30 
MINUTES FOR THEM 
TO GET USED TO THE 
ACTUAL TRAVEL.”
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Marc Lindl Diaz | Super Mario Gamefarm

Neroe Lee: HOW DO 
YOU MANAGE YOUR 
FARM AND GAMEFOWL 
EFFECTIVELY?
Marc Lendl Diaz: 
I manage my fowl 
effectively through the 
help of B-meg technical 
team while making sure 
I am hands-on every day, 
to be specific I have a 
daily routine to make sure 
no stones are unturned 
after all these sports is 
unforgivingly competitive.

Neroe Lee: FOR THE 
LAST FEW YEARS AND 
TO DATE, YOU WERE 
WINNING LEFT AND 
RIGHT, CAN YOU TELL 
US THE LIST OF DERBIES 
YOU HAVE CONQUERED 
LATELY?
Marc Lendl Diaz: As a 
breeder, I mostly fight 
in stag derbies because 
most of my produced 
are already sold; hence, 
there is a slim chance 
for me to age them. My 
last achievement in stags 

derbies is proudly in the 
most prestigious of all 
the Bakbakan 12 Stag 
National Derby where I 
won 10 out of 11 stags 
that I fought, what happen 
was I decided to skip the 3 
stag elimination and went 
on to fight a straight 7 
semis with 6 of those birds 
winning but sadly the 6th 
bird that was supposed 
to fight for some reason 
wasn’t able to compete, 
and so we decided to 
borrow a replacement 
bird that eventually lost 
tarnishing my score.

Neroe Lee:  THE 
PHILIPPINES HAS SOME 
OF THE BEST BREEDERS 
SPREAD ACROSS THE 
NATION; HOW DO YOU 
INTEND TO KEEP A 
LEAD?
Marc Lendl Diaz: The 
competition always 
goes tighter every single 
day; that’s why we have 
to breed to perfection. 
Selection is the key to 

conditioning done on the farm like 
putting them in the box for 30 minutes. 
That’s for them to get used to the 
actual travel. I always give them a drop 
of B-meg multi max in the conditioning 
period and before and after travel to 
maintain my fighting warrior’s peak 
condition.

Neroe Lee: AS A BREEDER, HOW 
MANY DO YOU RAISE EVERY YEAR? 
WHAT IS YOUR CULLING RATE PER 
BATCHES?
Marc Lendl Diaz: Yearly I raise and 
cord around 600 stags. With regards to 
culling mostly nature would do it for 
me, my culling percentage is around 
10% all of which do not reach my strict 
standards.

Neroe Lee: WHERE MOST OF YOUR 
PRODUCTION YEARLY GO?
Marc Lendl Diaz: My production 
mostly goes about 60% of my stags 
for fighting every year while the rest 
would consider for selling as the top of 
the class nationwide.
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winning this game; we always 
breed those chickens that cut 
well with well-balanced game 
and have a right fighting style. 
We can’t win all of our fights, 
but it’s our job to give them a 
hard time winning. They can 
get my birds, but for sure they 
are up for a tough fight.

Neroe Lee: STRAIGHT 
FORWARD QUESTION WHAT 
IS YOUR WINNINGEST 
BLOODLINE?
Marc Lendl Diaz: My 
winningest bloodline is always 
the sweater over Boston and 
the Boston over sweater they 
have always been my pride an 
on my farm.

Neroe Lee: CAN YOU 
DISCUSS YOUR BATTLE 
CROSSES AND THEIR 
QUALITIES?
Marc Lendl Diaz: Well my 
battle cross has always a 
character of “angat-sarado” 
which refers to a fighting style 
that is always on top of his 
foe, once a break has been 
done he would automatically 
wallop his foe in any position 
he is at in that the enemy has 
no chance to react due to its 
relentless feet

Neroe Lee: AS A BOSTON 
ROUNDHEAD BREEDER, WHAT 
COULD BE THEIR WEAKNESSES 
AND STRENGTH? DO YOU THINK 
THEY ARE HERE TO STAY FOR THE 
LONGEST TIME?
Marc Lendl Diaz: As I’ve known 
the Bostons are still the winningest 
line to date though they’re not 
invincible but rest assured they 
would win most of their fights. They 
are winning, and I believe they are 
here to stay forever in the cocking 
business.

Neroe Lee: WHAT ARE THE POINTS 
YOU CAN SHARE IN SELECTING 
THE MAINSTAY BROODSTAG, 
BROODSTOCK AND HENS?
Marc Lendl Diaz: Well in selecting 
a brood stag number one for me 
is the fighting style, a high flying 
well balance rooster with multiple 
feet is a must, but I firmly believe 
an ace rooster produces plenty of 
aces compared to a good looking 
well balance rooster that is only 
reasonably regular in skills. In 

selecting pullet and hens 
I always look for the hen 
that stands out in the 
range, a right balance 
has a good foot heavy-
boned broad shoulders 
and a football body with 
a tight set of tail bones.

Neroe Lee: IN YOUR 
STANDARD, HOW DO 
YOU CATEGORIZE A 
BIRD AS PURE?
Marc Lendl Diaz: In 
my standard, there’s no 
such thing as a pure, 
much better to call it a 
family as long as I hold 
the pullet or stag and 
look in their eyes that 
they have no white spot 
in their eyes then they 
are not short bred birds. 
As long as they can pass 
on the traits from what 
I’m looking, then I would 
consider him pure.

Neroe Lee: TO OUR 
READING PATRONS 
WHO WISH TO START 
BREEDING, WHAT CAN 
YOU ADVISE THEM?
Marc Lendl Diaz: To the 
ones who are planning 
to start breeding my 
advice is to get breeding 
stocks from an honest 
breeder like my mentor 
Martin Escolin, always 
buy from a breeder who 
is honest in selecting 
breeding stocks. 
Criteria must involve 
the following; number 
one a breeder breeds 
thru uniformity and 
can pass all the traits 
of his brood cock to the 
offspring. Number 2, if 
the buyers or customers 
of a breeder were able 
to produce the same 

Marc Lindl Diaz | Super Mario Gamefarm

“AS I’VE KNOWN 
THE BOSTONS 
ARE STILL THE 
WINNINGEST LINE 
TO DATE THOUGH 
THEY’RE NOT 
INVINCIBLE BUT 
REST ASSURED 
THEY WILL WIN 
MOST OF THEIR 
FIGHTS.”



7 7

quality as his source 
with great winning 
success then, in that 
case, we could say that 
breeder is honest and 
possess winning lines.

Neroe Lee: DOES 
THIS NEW DIGITAL 
MAGAZINE, 
PUREBRED 
WARRIOR, HELP 
OUR SPRAWLING 
INDUSTRY?
Marc Lendl Diaz: 
Yes, this new digital 
magazine purebred 
warrior helps our 
sprawling community 
because the truth is 
told most magazine 
today only push 

their products and 
their endorsers while 
most of the talks 
without proper facts, 
unlike the late Emoy 
Gorgonia who always 
tell the reader or 
viewer the truth and 
sets facts straight. 
This magazine could 
effortlessly embody 
Emoy’s principles.

Neroe Lee: ON 
BEHALF OF OUR 
TEAM PUREBRED 
WARRIOR, WOULD 
YOU BE WILLING TO 
OFFER SOME HELP 
TO OUR BREEDER 
WITH A “BIG HEART” 
PROGRAM WHERE 

WE GIVE BACK TO PEOPLE WHO ARE 
MOST MARGINALIZED AND LESS 
FORTUNATE?
Marc Lendl Diaz: Yes, I am willing to 
help to your big heart program for the 
benefit of the less fortunate ones. I 
strongly believe in extending our hands 
if we can is a noble act. 

Marc Lindl Diaz | Super Mario Gamefarm
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Iann Strongside zabate

grant sanford

harry nix

jary mangaoang
john helmkelso
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I
 am a Technical Expert in one of the well-known account 

and  BPO companies. A technical Expert at night and breeder/trainer/
conditioner and fighter by day and night. A backyard breeder/fighter 
from the province of Laguna that has been in the industry since the 
year 2000. Started joining groups and fight national derbies last 2014. 
Still a young gun and even willing to learn to improve and be better. A 
hands-on breeder,  trainer/conditioner and handler/fighter. Always an 
underdog but ready to take challenges head-on. Believes that human 
error is the only cause why we lose in a fight. Passion is the key to 
achieve success. I am aware that we can not win all our battles but 
would always learn new things. Lastly, always remembering that in 
our industry, being a gentleman win or lose is an integral part of why 
I like cockfighting from the first place.

I am the kind of man that is aware that we can not win 
all our fights but will always learn new things.

S P A R T A N  M A R A U D E R  B A C K Y A R D  G A M E F A R M

Don Adrian Horigue
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Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm

“NEVER THOUGHT THAT I’D BE UNDER THE RADAR OF 
A MAGAZINE. FOR THAT ACT ALONE TELLS ME THEY’RE 

REVOLUTIONIZING THE INDUSTRY IN RECOGNIZING NOT JUST WELL 
KNOW BREEDERS BUT POTENTIAL RISING BREEDERS AS WELL. 

GIVING US CREDIT TO OUR HARD WORK AND RECOGNITION.”
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believe in what I produce. The trainer/
conditioner who would ever think 
of innovative ways to improve his 
warriors. The friend is who is always 
willing to share if asked for advice or 
help.

Mhar Delaben: HOW MANY BIRDS 
DO YOU RAISE? HOW BIG IS YOUR 
SPACE?
Adrian Horigue: I typically raise 50-60 
stags per year and reduce it through 
selection. I’m not afraid of culling birds 
that I consider not useful. I only have 
800 sqm as my back yard.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DO YOU MAKE 
SURE THAT QUALITY IS STILL 
EMPLOYED AND NOT COMPROMISE 
WITH THE LIMITED SPACE YOU 
HAVE?
Adrian Horigue: I always make sure 
to be careful during the selection of 
breeding materials. Set a target with 
the number of the stag to produced 
per year and culling is still a part of 
the program. As long as my game birds 
pass what I look for, I keep them. If 
not, they’ll be cull straight away.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT ARE THE 
ADVANTAGES OF HAVING A SMALL 
FARM?
Adrian Horigue: To me, the only 
significant advantage is to have a focus 
on every one of the birds I raise since 
I’m a hands-on guy.

Mhar Delaben: WHO IS 
ADRIAN JEGS HORIGUE AS 
A GAMEFOWL BREEDER 
AND ENTHUSIAST?
Adrian Horigue: The 
guy who doesn’t look for 
perfections, instead, looks 
for imperfections and find 
out what can be done to 

turn that imperfection to 
strength. I always believe 
that we make our destiny; 
that’s why we keep on 
fighting. I’m the person 
who is willing to think out 
of the box to win. I am 
a fighter who is always 
up for a challenge and 

Yellow Legged Hatch

Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm
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Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm

“MY DAD IS AN OLD 
SCHOOL RAISER AND 
FIGHTER. WATCHING 
HIM THROUGH THE 
YEARS WHILE GROWING 
UP PAVED THE PATH OF 
VETTING INTERESTED IN 
BREEDING INITIALLY.”

Other advantages are easy 
to manage. I have no worries 
when it comes to security, 
fewer health risks and most 
of all, fewer expenses as long 
as I follow my established 
program.

Mhar Delaben: HOW DID YOU 
COME ACROSS GAMEFOWLS, 
WHAT STARTED IT?
Adrian Horigue: My dad is an 
old school raiser and fighter. I 
was watching him through the 
years while growing up paved 
the path of vetting interested 
in breeding initially. Later 
on, I wanted to see how the 
breeding would perform and 
ultimately curiosity of what 
if I also started training and 
conditioning would result. 
Eventually, breeding, training 
and conditioning and handling 
on the pit became my passion.

Mhar Delaben: THE FEWER 
FOWLS YOU HAVE, THE 
MORE EMOTIONALLY 
ATTACHED WE BECOME, 
HOW DO YOU FEEL 
WHENEVER YOU LOST A 
BIRD? WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
WHAT YOU ARE GOING THRU 
AFTER THE LOST?
Adrian Horigue: Yes, that is 
true. There were times I’d get 

depressed when I lose a bird 
in a fight. Most of the time, I 
blamed myself for not going 
everything I could for my bird 
to win. Later, when I got the 
hang of improving my program 
led me to loosen up and accept 
that we would not win all-out 
fights and must always learn 
something from every match 
instead.

Mhar Delaben: AS A 
BACKYARD BREEDER, WHAT 
DO YOU FEEL WHENEVER 
YOU BEAT SOME BIG BOYS IN 
THE INDUSTRY?
Adrian Horigue: Of course, 
very proud! But not to the 

extent that I become someone 
I am not. As a backyard 
breeder, we would always 
be proud whenever we 
win, especially to named 
personalities in the industry. 
I, for one, has several names 
already, but I would never call 
them as is what I always tell 
my self.

Mhar Delaben: DO YOU 
BENEFIT FROM FREE 
SEMINARS?
Adrian Horigue: Definitely! 
I’m the guy who would always 
believe that evolving and 
improving is a constant thing 
in our industry. Free foods, 
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raffles and meds 
would always be a 
thing. Also meeting 
new friends and 
shaking the hands 
of the well-known 
speaker with a selfie is 
a fun part.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT 
IS THE IMPACT 
OF GAMEFOWL 
FESTIVALS AND 
EXPO TO YOU AS A 
BACKYARD BREEDER?
Adrian Horigue: 
Generally speaking, it 
has a significant effect 
because it gives an 
update on the latest 
buzz in the industry. 
Free interaction with 
well-known breeders. 
Seemingly discounted 
prices of gamefowls, 

from my place, and I usually stick 
from where I am comfortable. Plus the 
significant part of living in Laguna is 
there are well-known farm owners I 
can easily visit. 
I know what I like and what I need so 
if there’s a requirement for me to fill 
in for upgrade I drop by to these well-
known farms.

Mhar Delaben: CAN YOU TELL 
US THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
FIGHTING IN TUPADA VS THE 
OFFICIAL PIT? WHAT ARE THE TIPS 
YOU CAN SHARE WHEN FIGHTING IN 
TUPADA?
Adrian Horigue: I never fought in a 
Tupada. Didn’t like the idea of fighting 
on unsanctioned fights. I don’t like 
going through the risk of raids because 
Tupadas are illegal. There were times 
when someone died where I’m from, 
and it was legal I got to watch. I wasn’t 
comfortable with it; that’s why I didn’t 
bother fighting. Back in the days, I 

“I WON A 6 STAG LOCAL 
DERBY LAST YEAR AND 
A 7 COCK NATIONAL 
BREEDER’S FESTIVAL THIS 
YEAR.  THIS YEAR WOULD 
BE MY SECOND TRY 
FIGHTING IN DIGMAAN.”

Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm

medicines and feeds, Raffles 
and the question and answer 
program.
I’ve been to the Expo twice 
already. It’s too far, though 
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usually fight during hack 
fights and on the legal pits.
I do have a tip for people 
fighting in Tupadas. Bring 
your gaffer and have the 
best “taga-ulot” handle your 
bird.

Mhar Delaben: AS A 
BACKYARD BREEDER, 
WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS?
Adrian Horigue: My 
ultimate goal is to win 
Digmaan then Bakbakan. 
Every backyard breeder 
has this dream. I won a six 
stag local derby last year 
and a seven cock national 
Breeder’s festival this year. 
This year would be my 
second try fighting in 
Digmaan. It would be a 
blast to fight alongside the 
great names in the sport, 
especially in Araneta.

Mhar Delaben: WHO ARE 
YOUR SABONG IDOLS?
Adrian Horigue: My sabong 
idols are my mentors with 
the likes of Dr Ronald 
Dungca and Dr.Randy 
Tuminez of RaRo GF. 
They were the ones who 

pushed me to pursue my 
dreams. I witnessed them 
win the 2016 9 stag Digmaan 
National derby Ricky Reyes 
faction. Another mentor 
Baby Canillas from Spanichi 
Gamefarm who’s named needs 
no more introduction.  The 
Easterling brothers in the US 
whom I consider has the best 
Roundheads today and some of 
my close friends. I idolize people 
whom I know and has been very 
helpful with my passion. There 
are other well-known names I 
can mention, and I can go on 
all day long, but the people who 
stick on my mind are the people 
who have a significant role in 
what I have. To me, they are the 
real idols.

“I NEVER FOUGHT 
IN A TUPADA. 
DIDN’T LIKE THE 
IDEA OF FIGHTING 
ON UNSANCTIONED 
FIGHTS. I DON’T LIKE 
GOING THROUGH 
THE RISK OF RAIDS 
BECAUSE TUPADAS 
ARE ILLEGAL.”

Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm
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Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm

Mhar Delaben: 
DOES YOUR FAMILY 
SUPPORT YOUR 
PASSION?
Adrian Horigue: At 
first, it’s a no. It was, in 
fact, difficult back then. 
My family are old school 
people who consider the 
sport is gambling and 
it’s a sin. There were 
times they even wished 
and prayed for me to 
lose so that I would stop 
eventually; at first, they 
didn’t believe me how 
passionate I am into 
this sports. Later, come 
2017, I won multiple 
times, and I always kept 
it a habit to include 
my family with my 
winnings. Then later, 
they became my avid 
supporters. Wishing 
and praying I’d come 
home a winner. Having 
my family support the 
sport I like opened doors 
which I never imagined. 
Winning became 
lighter and more 
manageable. Training 
and conditioning also 
were hassle-free.

Mhar Delaben: WHAT IS YOUR 
ADVICE FOR PEOPLE WHO 
WANT TO ENJOY AND START 
PURE BREEDING?
Adrian Horigue: I would strongly 
advise my peers who are just 
starting to know what they are 
getting into, know the sport first. 
Try going to the pit, watch and 
observe everything — the trend, 
the craft and most importantly, 
the investment. Breeding takes 
much dedication, perseverance 
and hard work. There is no such 
thing as an overnight master 
breeder. Once they know and 
understand what they are going 
into start dull by selecting a few 
breeds that they know they can 
work. I STARTED WITH TWO 
PAIRS OF BLOODLINE ONLY. TO 
THIS VERY DAY I maintained my 
Roundheads for almost 2 decades 
now. The last advice is to choose 
what they are. A breeder? A 
cocker? Trainer or conditioner? 
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Don Adrian Horigue | Spartan Marauder Backyard Gamefarm

“BREEDING TAKES 
MUCH DEDICATION, 
PERSEVERANCE AND 
HARD WORK. THERE 
IS NO SUCH THING 
AS AN OVERNIGHT 
MASTER BREEDER. 
ONCE THEY KNOW 
AND UNDERSTAND 
WHAT THEY ARE 
GOING INTO 
START SIMPLE BY 
SELECTING A FEW 
BREEDS THAT THEY 
KNOW THEY CAN 
WORK WITH.”

Mhar Delaben: 
WHAT CAN YOU SAY 
ABOUT PUREBRED 
WARRIOR MAGAZINE 
ACCOMMODATING 
ALL BREEDERS 
WITHOUT 
DISCRIMINATION? 
Adrian Horigue: 
Well, this magazine 
is fantastic and 
the greatest. Never 
thought that I’d be 
under the radar of a 
magazine. For that 
act alone tells me 
they’re revolutionizing 
the industry in 
recognizing not just 
well-known breeders 
but potential rising 
breeders as well for 
giving us credit to 
our hard work and 
recognition. The 
first magazine that I 
heard of giving us the 
backyard breeders a 
chance to be heard, 
to be known and to 
be noticed — such 
great news for me to 
be known by many. 
Sagupaan once 
interviewed me, but it 
was for a short clip and 
be part of one of their 
tv segments, and so my 
backyard farm would 
be known from a brief 
moment only. Wherein 
this magazine, I 
would be known for 
many years to come. 
I sincerely appreciate 
the opportunity. 
Being featured in this 
magazine proves that 
hard work does pay off. 
Hats off and salute 
to Purebred Warrior 
Magazine. 

Alternatively, a handler. I’m 
the guy all rolled into one. 
It’s a very tiresome and time-
consuming role. 
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B E N O  R E Y E S

>> WARRIOR SCRAPBOOK |  BENO REYES <<
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BILLY
 RAY

COLLINS

>> WARRIOR SCRAPBOOK |  BILLY RAY COLLINS <<
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EYE COLOR OF GAMEFOWL AS bases for breeding 
ACCORDING 
TO SOME 
BREEDER 
THEY 
PREFER TO 
CHOOSE 
THE 
GAMEFOWL 
THAT HAS 
RED EYE 
BECAUSE 
IT CAN SEE 
CLEARLY 
THEN A 
GAMEFOWL 
WITH 
DARK EYE 
ESPECIALLY 
DURING 
NIGHT.”

T
he breeding of 
gamefowl is very 
challenging since 
there are many 
things to consider 
when starting 
up breeding 
gamefowl. As 

far as I know the things to 
be considered when breeding 
gamefowl are the foundation 
bloodline should have a good 
quality. A winning bloodline and 
it is come from a well-known 
breeder. The brood cock should 
be pure not a battle cross, if 
it is a battle cross it should be 
a multiple winner in bigtime 
derby. The brood cock is high 
in station, good body formation 
and better bone structure. For 
the brood hen the characteristics 
should be high station, good 
body formation and both brood 
cock and brood hen should be in 
good health. One thing that I am 
confused is about the eye color 
of brood cock or brood hen to be 
chosen.

According to some breeder they 
prefer to choose the gamefowl 
that has red eye because it can 
see clearly then a gamefowl with 
dark eye especially during night. 
As we all know that all big time 
derbies are usually held during 
night time, so they prefer to 
breed the red eye gamefowl than 
the dark eyes.

There are also game fowl that 
has a light yellow eye, according 
to some breeder game fowl with 
light colored eye cannot see very 
well especially if there is a light 
example fluorescent light. During 
big time derby lights are always 
shinning in the cock pit.

My question is what eye color 
should be choose or should be 
considered when choosing a 
breeding material? I do some 
research and I found out that 
more game fowl breeder prefer to 
choose the game fowl with a red 
eye because a game fowl with a 
red eye can see very well during 
day time, night time and even if 
there is a light. 
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have been 
fortunate to have 
been raised on 
a farm. I was 
brought up with 
all species of farm 
animals such 
as cattle, hogs, 
goats, chickens, 
ducks, geese, and 
many others. I 
understand the 
difference between 
animals and the 
uses they serve. 
But you have to 
know the difference 
between a stock 
animal and a pet.

I love my pets. I 
wrote a book about 
one of my dogs, and 
even had a pet hog 
at one time. I knew 
when she had pigs 
they would all be 
made into bacon. I 
also knew she would 
be slaughtered after 
a few years because 
she would grow so 
large that she would 
crush her own 
piglets. You have to 
learn the difference 
between a stock 
animal and a pet.

I have always 
loved Gamefowl 
chickens. They have 
a beauty that only 
this special breed 
holds. I started 
growing Gamefowl 
at an early age and 
the process became 
engrained in me.

Cockfighting was 
a sport as far back 
as 6000 B.C., and 
was legal in the U.S. 

until 2007.
I have had a good life 

other than battling cancer 
and losing my right hand 
to the damnable disease. I 
was lucky enough to land 
some jobs that paid well, 
and even had a singing 
career on the side. Still, 
I could never get rid of 
my Gamefowl. The love 
of them was in my blood. 
I simply love looking 
at them and trying to 
improve the breed.

What most people do 
not know is Gamefowl 
chickens have many other 
uses other than fighting. 
Yes, they will fight until 
their last breath and never 
turn their head because 
they hate other roosters. 
It is a strong desire that 
is born in them rather 
than trained. But do you 
know that kids who love 
Gamefowl learn a valuable 
work ethic from the hard 
labor that goes into raising 
this regal and majestic 
bird? Did you know that 
Gamebreeder’s  donate 
large amounts of money to 
those in need? That means 
everyday citizens who 
have medical 
or other 
needs, 
or the 
survivors 
of police 
officers who 
perish in the 
line of duty 
have a lifeline 
through these 
Gamefowl men 
across the world.

I decided to write 
this book because the 

I
media only shows the bad 
side of cockfighting. I have 
met some of the best people 
on this earth through my 
association with gamefowl 
enthusiasts over the years. 
Unfair laws have been passed 
on cockfighters who just raise 
them for a hobby. I couldn’t 
take it any longer, and decided 
to write “Criminalized.”  

9 3
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American Game Bantams

GAME MINIATURES

A
respect and in getting it listed in the Standard. 
He purchased a Red Jungle Fowl male in South 
Carolina in 1940 that was well furnished in 
these areas and crossed the bird with a BB Red 
Pit Game Bantam female. The introduction of 
this male’s bloodline increased feather length 
in these sections. By selection, the desired 
characteristics continued to be enhanced. 
Approximately 5-6 years were required to bring 
the fowl to the state of perfection required.

Gary approached the Standard Committee 
of the APA in the late 1940s to see if this new 
bantam could be admitted to the Standard of 
Perfection. A mandate was made that neither 
yellow, willow or pinkish white legs would be 
acceptable because these colors would conflict 
with Brown Leghorn, Modern Game and Old 
English Game. Eventually bluish slate was 
developed and became predominant. After 
coordination with other breeders, qualifying 
shows were held in New York City. Shape and 
color descriptions were listed in the 1950 ABA 
Yearbook. First varieties were Black and Black 
Breasted Red, but other varieties have become 
listed in the Bantam Standard since then.

The American Game Bantam never gained 
the popularity of the other Game Bantam 
breeds during the mid 1900s, and eventually 
became very rare. It is not known just how 
many individuals were still raising American 
Game Bantams during the last few decades of 

merican Game 
Bantams have been 
around as far back as 
the 1890s, although 
at that time they 
were bred mainly 
for pitting and were 
usually referred to as 
Pit Game Bantams. 
They also became 
very popular as an 
exhibition breed in the 
1930s, and although 
they were remarkably 
consistent in type, size 
and plumage colors, 
there was no breed 
standard for them at 
that time. They were 
shown with a variety 
of different leg colors 
and with both red and 
white earlobes. Frank 
Gary, of New Jersey, 
made the assessment 
that the breed was 
lacking too much 
in length of hackle, 
saddle and sickles to 
make a truly attractive 
show bird. He decided 
to work on improving 
the breed in this 

A two-year-old Golden 
Duckwing American Game 
Bantam cock
Photo courtesy of Cyril C. 
Nicholson, Jr., who did the 
work to get them accepted 
by the APA 

Text by D. Huggins
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Gold Duckwing AGB pair
Photos courtesy of Cyril C. Nicholson, Jr. 

the 1900s, but there 
were a few dedicated 
breeders who kept the 
breed from extinction. 
In 2001, the American 
Game Bantam Club 
was formed to unite 
breeders and promote 
the breed. Since that 
time more breeders 
have taken a serious 
interest in them, and 
the breed has grown 
in popularity, with 
stock being supplied 
to numerous Game 
Bantam fanciers 
around the country.

COMPARED TO OLD 
ENGLISH GAME 
BANTAMS
American Game 
Bantams differ from 
Old English Game 
Bantams in that they 
are larger and have 
different standard 
leg colors with the 
exception of a few 
varieties. Bluish 
slate is the standard 
leg color for most, 
but not all varieties 
of American Game 
Bantams. American 
Game Bantams are 
required to have a 
higher tail carriage, 
more feather length 
and longer sickles 

with more curve or 
curl than Old English 
Game Bantams. They 
are also required to 
have a medium length 
back, whereas Old 
English are required 
to have a moderately 
short back. American 
Game Bantams tend 
to be more vigorous, 
less prone to mite 
infestations and lay 
more eggs than most 
Old English Game 
Bantam strains today. 
Old English Game 
Bantam males’ tails 
tend to come back 
shorter each year 
with each molt as 
they grow older, with 
their tails being the 
longest their first 
year. American Game 
Bantam cockerels 
usually gain feather 
length when they 
molt into cocks and 
continue to retain 
that length every year 
thereafter.

COMPARED TO 
MINIATURE PIT 
GAMES
Game Bantams that 
have been bred for 
“pitting” are generally 
referred to as 
“Miniature Pit Games,” 

“Miniature Game Fowl” or 
“Pit Game Bantams,” and 
they are typically 4 to 12 
ounces heavier than the 
weights listed for American 
Game Bantams in the 
Bantam Standard. Miniature 
Game Fowl may come in 
a variety of non-standard 
leg and plumage colors and 
with either single or pea 
combs. Some breeders have 
originated show quality 
American Game Bantams 
from Miniature Game Fowl 
strains or from crosses 
of Bantam Games with 
Standard Game Fowl by 
selectively breeding for the 
traits outlined for American 
Game Bantams in the 
Bantam Standard.

SUMMARY
The American Game 
Bantam is a hardy, vigorous, 
pugnacious bantam that is 
majestic, graceful and alert 
in the male and sedate in 
the female (Gary). American 
Game Bantams are highly 
recommended for both 
beginners and long-time 
bantam fanciers alike, as 
they are typically very easy 
to raise and are not prone to 
mite infestations. Fertility of 
the males is usually excellent 
even through the winter 
months, and the females are 
particularly good layers, 
sitters and mothers. When 
properly bred, the males 
are particularly attractive 
because they possess broad, 
well-curved sickles and 
lesser sickles and broad 
main tail feathers with 
an abrupt break at the 
juncture of back and tail. 
They exhibit an abundance 
of hackle and saddle 
feathers.  

BRIEF SPECS
Standard Weights: 
Cock-30 oz, Hen-27 
oz, Cockerel-27 oz, 
Pullet-24 oz.

Standard Varieties: 
Black, Black Breasted 
Red, Blue, Blue Red, 
Brassy Back, Brown 
Red, Birchen, Golden 
Duckwing, Silver 
Duckwing, Red Pyle, 
Wheaten and White.

Comb Type: Single; 
males must be dubbed 
for exhibition.

Leg Color: Bluish slate 
is the predominant 
leg color with the 
exception of a few 
varieties: Blacks, Brown 
Reds and Birchens 
have black legs; Red 
Pyles and Whites have 
pinkish slate legs.

Eye Color: Red on all 
varieties except Black, 
Blue, Brown Red and 
Birchen, which have 
brown eyes.

For a complete list of 
standard breed and 
variety requirements 
for shape and color 
refer to the American 
Bantam Association’s 
Bantam Standard, 
where the American 
Game Bantam is the 
second breed listed 
alphabetically. The 
Bantam Standard can 
be purchased online 
at the ABA’s official 
website - http://www.
bantamclub.com/

Note: By American 
Bantam Association 
rules, American Game 
Bantams are included 
with Old English Game 
Bantams in the “Game” 
class, therefore show 
officials are urged to 
coop the two breeds in 
the same section of the 
showroom whenever 
possible for ease of 
judging the class.

BBRed Males
Photos courtesy 
of Cyril C. 
Nicholson, Jr.

Source:
http://www.feathersite.
com/Poultry/Games/
AmerGameBantams/
BRKAmerGameBty.html
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